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        (Filling in for Howard Windsor)
10:20 AM = Introductions
Members Present: 
Martin Aguilera
Bob Eisele
Marty Leavitt

Dominick Arena
Anne Fege
Owen Martin

Carl Bell
Robert Frey
Will Metz

Faith Berry
Joan Friedlander
Leah O’Connor

Bonnie Burchill
Doug Funk
Thom Porter

Krista Burroughs
Jan Gonzales
Todd Richardson

Cori Calvert
Marilyn Huntamer
Pete Scully

Danielle Campbell
David Janssen
Stephen Thomas

Roger Covalt
Carlton Joseph
Jerry VanDeWeghe

Tim Dunfee
Patty Koch
John Wiecjorek

Richard Dupree
Marsha Larsen
Steve Wilson
The minutes of 8/27/09 were approved with a motion made by David Janssen, seconded by Steve Wilson, then approved by all. 
COMMITEE REPORTS:

EVACUATION/COMMUNITY PROTECTION:  Chair:  John Wiecjorek
· John Wiecjorek: The committee met last week to discuss evacuation planning efforts in the county, and the county is still supporting community evacuation plan development.  We still have a website page where communities can download a template for community evacuation protection plans.  What I think is really the scope of this committee is that FAST is basically a joint venture looking at dead, dying, and diseased trees, making sure trees are removed and evacuation corridors are clear.  Each community does their own evacuation plan and we can support them with that effort.  Jerry VanDeWeghe brought up the question, if FAST can’t help, then who will?  A suggestion was to have the FAST Core Group meet briefly after a FAST meeting to discuss if not FAST, who or what would be part of this effort. 
· Will Metz: I’m not really sure what the role of FAST is in regards to this issue.  I don’t want to overstep our bounds and step on the law enforcement agencies who are responsible for the orderly evacuations of communities and we don’t want to put ourselves in that position. 
· Marty Leavitt: I can pull the original list of CPEPs (Community Protection ad Evacuation Plans) that were approved and forward them to you guys.  

· Jerry VanDeWeghe: I agree that this probably isn’t the group to deal with this, but we’ve got to find somebody that can, to move forward with something.

· Thom Porter: My perspective is that we’ve got the agencies that are going to do the evacuations, they’re doing planning with the county under the annex. Then we are here to take that information and the information we’re getting from the communities and fire safe councils to try to develop fuel projects.  I think we should be looking at choke points, how to do safe refuge areas in any kind of large scale event.  Maybe it’s better to figure out how to safe refuge those people until it’s safe enough to use the roads to get out. I’m not talking about shelter in place, I’m talking about making sure we have enough open space to park cars if we have to wait and until the road opens up. Those are the things we can do here in FAST.  We can’t tell people where to evacuate, that is for law enforcement and fire departments to decide at the time.
· John Wiecjorek: I don’t know if we have the proper representation on the committee to know choke points and where the fuel might be an evacuation corridor problem.  

· Will Metz: How did we address the hazardous fuel reduction in our previous evacuation routes?  
· Pete Scully: The Vegetation/Fuels Committee, but they were only looking at major corridors.
· Will Metz: Would it be appropriate in this case for the Vegetation Committee to go back out, do a reassessment and identify choke points then feed that information to the Evacuation Committee? The Evacuation Committee then would come up with something that would help our cooperators.

· Pete Scully: I suggest we do the opposite and have the Evacuation Committee present the areas that they would like the Vegetation Committee to look at.  The Vegetation Committee can look at the treatments that were done or planned and see if they are still appropriate.

· Will Metz: Ok, John, based on your input to the Vegetation Committee, they’ll go out and do a reassessment of the choke points that your committee has come up with, and find out if any work needs to be done out there.  How will this information get out to the cooperators?
· John Wiecjorek: I would hope it would be built into the CPEPs.
LEGISLATIVE/FUNDING OUTREACH:  Chair:  Will Metz 
· Will Metz: I have nothing new to report.
· Thom Porter: Regarding the ARRA (American Recovery and Reinvestment Act) funding, CAL FIRE has applied for $27 million, but will be receiving $1.8 million from Sacramento.  The dollars will be focused on oak mortality issues, part of it will go towards GSOB, and part will be for sudden oak death.  

FOREST HEALTH/RESTORATION:  Chair:  David Janssen 
· David Janssen: Unfortunately the Magalia Nursery is due to close and will not be taking any more seedling orders this year.  

· Bonnie Burchill: What is the quantity of your order?

· David Janssen: For San Diego, it is 40,000 – 60,000 seedlings for the 998 seed zone.  As for the Cuyamaca mastication project, about 40 acres have been masticated so far to prep the site for planting. 
PUBLIC OUTREACH/EDUCATION:      Chair:  Jan Gonzales
· Jan Gonzales: Since we’ve been having technical issues updating the FAST website, I was wondering if the site could be taken offline in order to update it?
· Marty Leavitt: We have a tech coming in to the office to hopefully fix the problem this week.

· Will Metz: I think we should leave the website up and try to get the problem fixed.

· Jan Gonzales: The other items I want to bring up are GSOB brochures were made under the GSOB Steering Committee and Education/Outreach Committee.  The brochures can be downloaded from the GSOB website at:  http://groups.ucanr.org/GSOB/ .  The Education and Outreach Committee also has put together a letter for wood vendors offering information about GSOB and ways to help reduce the movement of firewood and we would like it to come from FAST.  
· Will Metz: Just to clarify, is the GSOB Education/Outreach Committee a part of the FAST Public Outreach Committee or is it separate?

· Jan Gonzales: It is a part of the GSOB Steering Committee.

· Will Metz: First, I would like to thank those of you on the committee who have worked hard to get the website up and getting information ready.  Having said that, we’ve had discussions about GSOB and the role of FAST and I think all of the agencies need to get on the same page and figure out what we’re doing and going to do.  So, I would like to make a motion to table the discussion of the role of FAST with GSOB.  I don’t know if FAST is ready to endorse a letter for GSOB. Does anybody have any thoughts on that?
· Marty Leavitt: My concern is that there are two separate and distinct groups: Southern California and Northern California.  Are the groups driven by state concerns or our concerns?  I kept urging them to be driven locally so that we all are on the same page and I agree that that should be done first.

· Will Metz: I recommend we hold off on endorsing the letter for GSOB.  Perhaps there’s another venue we could  run it through?  Are there any other thoughts on this?

· Jerry VanDeWeghe: Are there legislative efforts that could be taken to possibly get funding?

· Will Metz: Yes, there will be legislative efforts.  
· Anne Fege: I think it’s also important to not lose the timeliness of reaching out to these wood vendors.  Maybe one of the participating agencies in FAST like CAL FIRE can do something now and then we can decide to do something else in two to four months. 
· Will Metz: What I want to recommend is to have Jan send me the draft letter and we can get it into the right sponsor’s hand, maybe the County Ag. Department.  If they’re willing to send it out, I think we can make it happen. 
· Will Metz motioned to table the roles and responsibilities of FAST regarding GSOB until a later date.

· Thom Porter: To keep it in the realm of FAST, maybe amend the motion to table GSOB pending direction from the FAST MACS Core Group.

· Will Metz: I agree, thank you Thom. I motion to table GSOB pending direction from the FAST MACS Core Group.

· Jan Gonzales: One more item I have is that the Fire Safe Council would like to put out a press release regarding the benefit of local community fire safe councils and the partnering involved with FAST.  They are looking for approval from FAST, since there is a quote from the FAST Chair, Howard Windsor included in it.
· Will Metz: Since most folks have not seen this, can you please email Leah O’Connor a final draft of the press release for distribution to the whole group for comments and review?  If there are any feedback comments, they can be sent to Leah. 
VEGETATION REDUCTION/FUELS MANAGEMENT:  Chair:  Ken Miller
· No Report.  Committee to hold next meeting on October 22nd at 8:30 am, USFS HQ – Goose Valley, 1634 Black Canyon Rd., Ramona, Ca.
Presentation: Carl Bell, UCCE Regional Advisor-Invasive Plants

Subject: Fire Recovery Photo Project

· Carl Bell: I work for the U.C. Cooperative Extension, which is a research and education organization.  One of our programs is the Master Gardeners Program and it consists of 150 trained volunteers who answer gardening questions.  After the 2003 fires, they were inundated with calls from people wondering what to do with their landscape.  We wanted to tell these people that their landscapes do recover, but we didn’t have anything to show them.  After talking with colleagues, we brought up the idea of photo points.  We would develop a record of photos taken from the same place over a period of time.  I started driving around the county in December 2003 choosing places for photo points.  I went back to each place quarterly for five years and took pictures.  The pictures are on www.wildfirezone.org under Fire Recovery Photos.  These photos serve as a record and educational tool, if anyone needed to refer to it.  
· Joan Friedlander: How do we assure the continuity of this so we can keep this photo record going?

· Carl Bell: As long as the wildfire zone website is up, these photos will be there.  I’m not adding to them anymore because I thought five years was sufficient.  I could go back annually or even in 10 years and do another series of photos, but wildfire zone is funded by soft money programs and we’re always looking for support. 
ROUND TABLE
· Krista Burroughs: The D3 Oak tree removal program is in full swing.  We are still in the process of gathering right of entry forms to do site assessments.  We’re also getting ready to launch a public outreach campaign that kind of overlaps the voluntary wood quarantine aspect that the GSOB Public Outreach Committee is doing.  
· Bob Eisele: The county is ready to start cutting down trees on Palomar in a week or so.  

· Owen Martin: On October 13th, Larry Swan will be in Descanso to discuss utilization of the oak wood affected by GSOB.  There will be also be a field trip to the bio-mass plant in Imperial Valley.  The Cleveland National Forest has submitted three grants for forest health dollars totaling $700,000, a large part of that for GSOB.  Hopefully at the next meeting I’ll let you know if we were successful in those grants.  Also, we have enough money in our 2009 budget appropriated for masticating 150 acres on Mt. Laguna and if we receive additional funds in 2010, hopefully the project will be complete in 2010 or 2011.

· Faith Berry: The Julian FSC is going to have another meeting October 7th and invite more people to attend.
· Roger Covalt: If  I wanted to get 300 GSOB brochures to hand out to the various county parks, who do I contact?
· Jan Gonzales: Ask Anabele Cornejo for the brochures.

· Thom Porter: The RAST Strategic Plan meeting is scheduled for either October 29th or 30th,  I will send the information out once it’s decided.  Please send a representative out from each of your agencies and we need a FAST perspective as well.  
· Anne Fege: Senator Keogh’s office held a hearing yesterday.  They have a million dollars in FEMA funds that they’re going to do more with defensible space issues.  Items discussed dealt with fire planning and CEQA, SDG&E replacing their power poles, and other issues.
 Meeting Adjourned at 12:15 pm 
NEXT MEETING  - October 22, 2009 at
USFS HQ – Goose Valley

1634 Black Canyon Rd., Ramona, Ca.[image: image1.png]



