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San Diego FAST Meeting Minutes – 9/23/10      #87
USFS HQ – Goose Valley 
1634 Black Canyon Rd., Ramona, Ca. 92065

Howard Windsor – Facilitator

10:20 AM – Introductions
Members Present: 
	Aguilera, Martin – RCD
	Gonzales, Jan – SD Co. UCCE

	Anderson, Chris – USFS Descanso
	Janssen, David – Cal Fire

	Berry, Faith - Visitor
	Mansolf, Kristi – Ramona West End FSC

	Burchill, Bonnie – Env. Res. Solutions
	Marinelli, Rick - USFS

	Burroughs, Krista - RCD
	Martin, Owen – CNF Descanso Dist. Ranger

	Butler, Steve – Cal Fire (Retired)
	Metz, Will – CNF Forest Supervisor

	Carlyle, Robert – Palomar FSC/CERT
	O’Connor, Leah – Cal Fire

	Covalt, Roger – SD County Parks
	Piraneo, Tara – UC Riverside

	Dupree, Dick – Pine Valley FSC
	Rollin, Jon – SD County 

	Edwards, Kathleen – Cal Fire
	VanDeWeghe, Jerry – Sen. Hollingsworth’s office

	Fege, Anne – SD Nat. History Museum
	Villagomez, Saul – Cal Fire

	
	Windsor, Howard – Cal Fire


The minutes of 7/22/10 were approved with a motion made by Owen Martin, seconded by Jerry VanDeWeghe and then approved by all. 
COMMITEE REPORTS:

FOREST HEALTH/RESTORATION   Chair:  David Janssen 
· David Janssen reported that the committee reviewed their goals and Martin Aguilera is working on researching the history of S.D. Forests.  The committee is continuing to look for grants as part of the goals.  David also reported that Magalia Nursery is closing and trees from the nursery are being purchased by Mojave Desert RCD.  Volunteer planting may take place in February or March on next year and they hope to plant 25,000 seedlings.  After Magalia closes, the state will rely on the Placerville nursery.

· Clay Howe mentioned that LA County Fire Department Forestry Division has active nurseries and they may be an option.

· Regarding cone collecting, David reported that 40 bushels of Sugar Pine and Jeffrey cones were collected to be sent to the seed bank in Davis, Ca. 
GSOB  
· Owen Martin reported that some there is research being done currently with topical pesticides on high value trees and bio controls are being experimented with such as predatory wasps to kill the larvae.  

· Jan Gonzales mentioned the Oak Mortality workshop that took place in Riverside. It is the first workshop in a series of eight.  The next workshop will be October 20th at Viejas with a field tour included.  
PUBLIC OUTREACH/EDUCATION   Chair:  Jan Gonzales
· Jan Gonzales reported that the committee met and came up with different suggestions on obtaining backup storage for the FAST website files.  More work has been done on the FAST brochure, and the group started talking about next year’s fair. The fair’s theme will ‘Race to the Fair’.
VEGETATION REDUCTION/FUELS MANAGEMENT   Chair:  Bob Eisele
· Jon Rollins passed around updated copies of the Vegetation Modification Activities spreadsheet.  Jon reported that the county currently has three projects in Palomar and they expect to be done in about six weeks.  In the Greater Julian Area, they are in the process of preparing an EIR (Environmental Impact Report) which may take 9 to 12 months.   
ROUND TABLE
· Steve Butler inquired about the status of a fuel break around Ramona that was mentioned in the Ramona CWPP. 
· Rick Marinelli reported that the Palomar District has been working on an environmental assessment for projects around communities in Ramona. The North Ramona Fuel Break is going to be worked on and that it will run from Sutherland Dam Rd. to Highway 78.  Work will also be done around the San Diego Country Estates, Mt. Gower, and then tie in with BLM at Puerta La Cruz.
· Jerry VanDeWeghe reported that Sen. Hollingsworth and others are in L.A. at the moment working on a budget.
· Chris Anderson reported that the Descanso District is planning to work on a Horsethief Canyon project masticating 250 acres.  Work continues on Mt. Laguna and GSOB tree removal. The USFS also plans to do some burning at the edge of Corte Madera, south of Pine Valley, this winter.  A long term project that will consist of about 1200 acres in Lake Morena is in the planning stages.
· Owen Martin reported that a ribbon cutting ceremony took place at the Laguna Airbase and money from the Recovery Act will be used to clean up and restore the site.
· Tara Piraneo from UC Riverside introduced herself and said that she will be assisting Jan Gonzales in coordinating the workshops for GSOB.  She will also begin recruiting volunteers for the citizen scientist program to get the public involved in monitoring GSOB around the county.

· Jan Gonzales has been working in the Wildfire Program collaborating with other agencies on educational messages.  She is also currently getting the tip cards and resource fact sheets translated into Spanish. 
· Kathleen Edwards reported that the Oak Mortality Workshop at the Santa Rosa Plateau was well attended. These workshops are funded by the ARRA dollars received through State and Private Forestry.  Regarding fuels treatment projects, Kathleen reported that they are actively working on the Julian/Sunrise Fuel Break project and have completed the Ramona West End Fuel Break project.  The Rancho Corte Madera Fuel Break and VMP projects are being planned and Cal Fire may assist with additional treatment in Horsethief Canyon as well.  

· Robert Carlyle reported that the Palomar Fire Safe Council has had two crews working full time for the past four months mainly on the south rim of Palomar meeting up with the Forest Service property. Robert plans on focusing the remainder of the grant money on treating corridors for ingress and evacuation routes. The fire safe council was fortunate enough to receive another grant for more fuel treatment on Palomar next year.

· Anne Fege said that John Keeley received money from the Joint Fire Sciences to look at mechanical treatments across Southern California at various public ownerships.  It is a three year research project and it starts in October.  Anne also reported that she is working with Kay Stewart and Dave Bacon with RB United which is a non-profit organization.  They received a grant from the San Diego Foundation’s After the Fires Fund to do ten community workshops to take place on Saturday mornings.  The workshops will have instructors and Anne is assisting Kay and Dave with putting materials together using the checklist from UC Berkeley.  The workshop will focus on concepts of the home, principals of the home site in relation to vegetation and fire safety, and educating the homeowners on applying the checklist to their own home.

· Kristi Mansolf said that in terms of GSOB, she hopes that when UC Riverside does their community outreach programs, they will include Ramona.

· Martin Aguilera presented David with a letter of thanks for giving seedlings to the Manzanita Band of Kumeyaay Indians.  As a member of the Greater Julian Fire Safe Council, Martin will be helping the council to obtain 501(c)3 status so they can start applying for grants.  
· David Janssen thanked the Ramona West End Fire Safe Council for their assistance in working with the landowners along the West End fuel break as it made the project move along much smoother.  David also reported that he has been talking with James Gannon from BLM regarding the fuel break around The Ramona Country Estates.  Regarding Rancho Corte Madera, David said they hope to burn out there this December.  Cal Fire also plans to do more mastication and burning this winter on Cuyamaca to prepare for planting in the spring.  
· Roger Covalt inquired if any grant money was available to remove GSOB trees, seeing that the trees in Julian, Ramona, and in Lakeside are affected.  Kathleen replied that if the tree is a fire hazard, then we do tree removal through the HFT grant funding source.

· Dick Dupree, a member of the Pine Valley Fire Safe Council, has asked the Pine Valley Fire Chief to test the reverse 911 system to prepare for fire season.  The fire safe council is also experimenting with the use of goats to reduce vegetation in the local creek beds that hasn’t burned since 1970.
· Faith Berry is now working as an independent contractor with different fire departments and through a grant from the San Diego Foundation, she will be assisting with installing address signs for homes in Julian. Faith also reported that she is working with the East County Transitional Living Center.  It is a homeless facility where the people are in a training program to do vegetation management at low cost to residents.
· Krista Burroughs reported on the RCD’s D3 program in Descanso and that the first contract has been awarded.  The work will begin in Sherilton Valley and the Boulder Creek region of Descanso. 
· Will Metz confirmed that Steve Filmore has taken Tom Brand’s position in the Forest Service. And John Truitt will be taking the position of Assistant Fire Management Officer in the Forest Service. 
· Howard Windsor reported that the Board of Supervisors realigned the San Diego County Fire Authority under Public Safety. They have also identified the Cal Fire Unit Chief as their County Fire Chief.  This will allow them to work more seamlessly under that org. structure.  They have also allocated $5 million dollars for improvements to facilities for living arrangements.  More information on specific projects will be coming soon. 
· Meeting Adjourned at 11:30 am 
NEXT MEETING  - December 9, 2010 at
CAL FIRE HQ
2249 Jamacha Rd. El Cajon, Ca. 92019
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