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San Diego FAST Meeting Minutes – 7/24/08      #65                       Thom Porter-Facilitator                              
10:15 AM = Introductions: 
The minutes of 5/22/08 and 6/26/08 were approved as written with a motion made by Ralph Steinhoff and seconded by Will Metz, then approved by all.

COMMITEE REPORTS:

EVACUATION/COMMUNITY PROTECTION:  Chair:  Stasia Place
· Stasia Place: No report.
LEGISLATIVE/FUNDING OUTREACH:  Chair:  Will Metz 

· Will Metz: The FLAME Act which stands for Federal Lands Assistance, Management and Enhancement Act was approved by the House, but still needs to go before the Senate.  Meanwhile, Washington DC wants to know what money we have left to use for current fire suppression costs.  This presents a risk to our funding here in Southern California.  At risk is $400,000 given to the Fire Safe Council of San Diego and the hazardous fuel funding for the Forest Service.  We’ve been fairly successful in committing those funds; however, it doesn’t guarantee that they won’t be considered.  I’m concerned about our funding for fiscal year ’08 and our ability to hold onto it.
· Ken Miller: How about the $4 million for the County? 
· Will Metz: My understanding is that money is already committed.  But we’re not sure if Washington D.C. will still consider it available or not.
FOREST HEALTH/RESTORATION:  Chair:  David Janssen 

· There is no report, as David Janssen was assigned to a fire.

PUBLIC OUTREACH/EDUCATION:      Chair:  Marty Leavitt

· Marty Leavitt: We have completed six roadside signs that read ‘FAST – Protecting our natural resources’ and will be working on installing those.  To avoid the county process for permitting on signage, we either need to post the signs on private property where it’s allowable or post on state or federal lands.  They are targeted to go into the primary work areas of the Post-Cedar fire areas (Julian, Palomar, Greater Laguna area, and Descanso).  
VEGETATION REDUCTION/FUELS MANAGEMENT:  Chair:  Ken Miller

· Ken Miller: Our committee met this morning and discussed the proposed Vegetation Management Plan for the County.  There are concerns that the timeline given to submit this draft is too short.  Tom Oberbauer, Chief of the Multiple Species Conservation Program, needs to have the draft in by August 15th.  He is going to try to have the deadline delayed.  The purpose of this document is to serve as a guideline in treating vegetation on county, public, and privately owned lands.  The areas we have targeted are areas that we’ve considered for projects, but they may or may not need treatment.  With the $4 million that the U. S. Forest Service gave the County, we are planning on treating the area on the back of Palomar Mountain to stop any fires coming from Riverside during Santa Ana winds.  I am negotiating with Danielle Hirsch on expanding the boundaries from 200 to 500 feet to remove dead standing fuel.  We’ll still have a boundary of 200 feet in the new areas that we haven’t treated before and I am requesting that we expand the boundary to 500 feet in the Julian and Palomar areas.   
· David Lawhead: What is the proposed treatment in the shrublands?
· Ken Miller:  We plan to do manual thinning on the vegetation at the roadsides.
· Rick Halsey: Is there any support for prescribed burning near communities or will it always be mastication?  
· Ken Miller:  I think there is a difficulty with that because of concerns with the smoke, the risk of the fire getting out of control.
ROUND TABLE
· Will Metz: Owen Martin will be the new Descanso District Ranger for the U.S. Forest Service effective September 1st.  
· Acree Shreve: Ken, regarding your project I think it would be a good idea to start sharing the shape files that the Forest Service has been working on.

· Ken Miller: I agree.
· Christopher Blaylock: The Fire Safe Council of San Diego is going to have their Fire Safe Expo on September 27th from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  The Expo will be at the Escondido Fire Station #5 on 2319 Felicita Rd. in Escondido.  On August 11th, Deer Springs Fire Safe Council in cooperation with Anne Fege and the Welk Resort will be hosting a Wildfire Education Seminar.  It is free for both professionals and homeowners.  Also, we will have new areas for our no cost chipping service posted on our website soon.
· Rick Halsey: RB United, an organization in the Rancho Bernardo area is providing a series of workshops on wildfire education.  For more information, go to www.rbunited.com.  I am also a part of the USGS grant program that has mapped and digitized all the fire roads, prescribed burns, and fuel breaks in the four national forests. With the data collected we are going to analyze their impact in connection to fires for the past 80 years.  I will let you know when the information is made available.
· Anne Fege: Regarding the Wildfire Education Seminar, we are teaching the four hour class for professionals from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm on August 11th.  The class for the public will be in the evening.  RB United is also doing an assessment for homeowners where people from UC Berkeley will come to the home to inspect and provide a checklist.  

· Glen Newman: I saw an interesting article about a recent federal judge ruling on fire cost recovery where they factored in not only the direct suppression costs, but costs for loss of public recreation and scenery/wildlife damages as well.  If the state government were to follow suit, then we might be able to recover more than just suppression costs in the future. 
· Marty Leavitt: One of the fire safe councils is asking about FAST hats.  So I want to bring it up here because we decided before that if anything is going to utilize the FAST name or logo, it had to be approved by the group.  John McCrosky from Campo is the one who asked about having them made to be used as a public awareness tool.  Also we have some new fire safe councils coming on, one of them is Descanso. 
· Steve Wilson: Just an update on a couple of projects, Warner Springs and Palomar Mountain probably received the largest grants for their fire safe councils, so Robert Carlyle has been working with David Janssen to assess the projects and what to do with the money.  
· Clay Howe: To update, James Gannon has been offered our Fuels Battalion Chief position permanently and Tim Dunfee is our Division Chief from Palm Springs.  BLM has funded the Potrero Fire Safe Council grant which is $100,000 and we are also doing home risk assessments with the Student Conservation Association Fire Education Team.  I believe the program is called “Red Zone” and we are doing the same thing in Julian because that community has been hit six times in the last ten years.  BLM and Cal Fire just completed the Hauser Mountain Truck Trail with brushing and tree trimming so that crew vehicles can access the mountain.  This mountain has large areas with no recorded fire history.  Just as the truck trail was being completed though, there was a two acre fire near the wilderness study areas.  Along with that, we have put up 200 Spanish/English language signs to remind those out there to be careful with fire. We have put them at every trail crossing, for about nine miles.  We have also done some brushing along the Shockey Truck Trail, cleaned up the BLM campground in McCain Valley, and are looking at restoring the fuel break along the McCain Valley Truck Trail.  We would also like to restore the international fuel break in the Otay Mountains wilderness. We’re trying to protect the old age Tecate Cypress there.  
 Meeting Adjourned at 12:00 pm 
NEXT MEETING  -  August 28, 2008 - 10:15 AM – GOOSE VALLEY, RAMONA.[image: image1.png]



