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San Diego FAST Meeting Minutes – 7/22/10      #86
USFS HQ – Goose Valley 
1634 Black Canyon Rd., Ramona, Ca. 92065

Kathleen Edwards – Facilitator

(Filling in for Howard Windsor)

9:00 AM – Introductions
Members Present: 
	Aguilera, Martin – RCD
	Kilcrease, Kathy – Ramona FSC

	Burroughs, Krista - RCD
	Lawhead, David – Dept. of Fish and Game

	Cook, Craig – Deer Springs FSC
	Leavitt, Marty - RCD

	Davis, Patricia – Volunteer SD
	Metz, Will – USFS – Cleveland NF

	Dupree, Richard – Pine Valley FSC
	Molumby, Bill – SDG&E

	Edwards, Kathleen – Cal Fire
	Porter, Thom – Cal Fire So. Region

	Eisele, Bob – San Diego Co. DPLU
	VanDeWeghe, Jerry – Sen. Hollingsworth’s office

	Frey, Robert – Deer Springs FSC
	Villagomez, Saul – Cal Fire

	Funk, Caroline – Ramona WE FSC
	

	Janssen, David – Cal Fire
	

	Johnson, Shannon – Cal Fire
	


The minutes of 5/27/10 were approved with a motion made by Marty Leavitt, seconded by Will Metz, and then approved by all. 
FAST Core Group Update
· Marty Leavitt reported that the FAST Core Group recently voted on eight key topics.  The results are as follows: 
1. The Evacuation Committee is now incorporated into the Vegetation/Fuels Committee.

2. The Legislation Committee is now incorporated into the Core Group.

3. The FAST Core Group statement will be “The FAST Core Group provides leadership and direction for all FAST committees and functions.”

4. The general FAST meetings will take place bi-monthly.

5. The FAST Core Group meetings will take place bi-annually.

6. All public relations and outreach releases including the FAST name and/or logo will be submitted first to the individual committee chair for approval, then to the FAST chair for approval, with a copy sent to the Public Outreach/Education Committee.
7. The role of the FAST chair for meeting facilitation and administrative duties will remain with Cal Fire, however, in the absence of the chair, meeting facilitation duties will be rotated between agencies only. 

8. The Vegetation Committee, Public Outreach/Education Committee, and Forest Health Committee’s Goals and Tasks have all been accepted. 
· Jerry Van DeWeghe voiced his concern about the FAST group still not discussing choke points and problem areas regarding evacuation. 
· Bob Eisele mentioned that the sheriff has a fundamental responsibility for evacuation, the fire agencies have the obligation to tell the sheriff where the threat is and that we need to bring those two together.

· Jerry VanDeWeghe brought up that the evacuation issue has always been a part of FAST.     Thom Porter agreed and that the issue just hasn’t been focused on in the past.
MOTION: A motion was made to have the choke point issue fully addressed at the next FAST Core Group meeting before the next FAST meeting. A Core Group meeting will be scheduled for mid-August.
COMMITEE REPORTS:

FOREST HEALTH/RESTORATION   Chair:  David Janssen 
· David Janssen reported that the committee is moving forward on their goals with assigning people to certain tasks and beginning to collect information.  Danielle Campbell has developed a spreadsheet for showing the number of trees planted in San Diego in the past three years by various agencies and plans to post it on the FAST website.  
· David also suggested having each committee chair be able to update their committee’s progress on the FAST website.  Marty Leavitt stated that additional funding may be needed for a web administrator to assist the RCD staff in maintaining the site.  Kathleen Edwards recommended asking the Public Outreach and Education committee for their input and assistance before looking for more funding.
· Regarding seedlings for future planting, David mentioned that Mojave RCD will be able to provide trees and that this will be the last year that the Magalia Nursery will be providing trees.  David is also working with Patricia Davis from Volunteer San Diego to get volunteers for planting, and to possibly assist with educational programs for school.  Planting is set to begin in February and if anyone has areas in mind that they would like planted, please let David know and the area can be evaluated.
PUBLIC OUTREACH/EDUCATION   Chair:  Jan Gonzales
· Jan Gonzales was not present at the meeting, however Patricia Davis mentioned that there was considerable interest in GSOB at the San Diego County fair booth and that with other government agencies located in the infield, there might be a more interested flow of traffic in that area.  Also, she noted that it may be beneficial to have more agencies volunteering for the booth with an volunteer orientation beforehand.  

· Krista Burroughs brought up that the committee agreed to discuss the fair at each committee meeting to avoid last minute preparation and staffing issues.  
· Marty Leavitt suggested that year-round preparations would be great for any event coming up, such as the Ramona Air Show and the Burn Run.

VEGETATION REDUCTION/FUELS MANAGEMENT   Chair:  Bob Eisele
· Bob Eisele reported that the county’s project on Palomar should be complete by November.  For the Vegetation Modification Activities spreadsheet, please email in your monthly fuels info to Jon Rollin at jon.rollin@sdcounty.ca.gov.  
· Marty Leavitt encouraged the fire safe councils to submit their fuel modification stats if they haven’t already done so.

ROUND TABLE
· Bill Molumby from SDG&E reported that 90 anemometers have been installed throughout the county to transmit the wind speed, temperature, and humidity to a database which is shared with the National Weather Service.  The data will be posted on the National Weather Service website.

· Jerry VanDeWeghe from Senator Hollingsworth’s office reported that there still is no state budget and Dennis Hollingsworth is going to be leaving his office in December.  Jerry encouraged the FAST group to reach out to other legislative offices to have there reps attend.

· Marty Leavitt from RCD reported that they are going to be down three staff members due to the grants timing out, but they will try to accommodate the fire safe councils the best they can.  Marty also mentioned that the Fire Safe Council Review Committee met recently regarding CWPPs and there are five that are pending signatures and she will let the group know as soon as their finalized.
· Krista Burroughs from RCD reported that the D3 Program is moving ahead and they’ve received qualification applications from several contractors.  The bid show is tentatively scheduled for August 2nd and the project will begin in Sherilton Valley.  After Sherilton Valley is complete, there are three more project areas which should be wrapped up by this time next year.  In regards to wood disposal, the contractors are required to chip the oak wood prior to transporting it to the Co-gen plant.
· Dick Dupree from the Pine Valley Fire Safe Council reported that the fire safe council completed their project as scheduled and they ended up cutting 75 trees instead of 50 as they had originally intended.
· Craig Cook from the Deer Springs Fire Safe Council reported that the fire safe council has finished the Moosa Canyon grant with great success and they are working on another Moosa Canyon grant.  The second one deals with vegetation management along one of three major evacuation routes out of the Hidden Meadows area.  Craig passed around a copy of their Fire Safety News publication that deals with defensible space.  There is also an evacuation flyer that is being mailed out to over 5200 residents, thanks to a Sempra Energy grant and the Deer Springs district.  
· Patricia Davis from Volunteer San Diego reminded the group that as projects and activities arise, please contact Volunteer San Diego if any volunteers are needed.  She also reported that they are finding that due to budget cuts, there is less being done in terms of Disaster Preparedness month in September to prepare for October.  The volunteer organization is encouraging community organizations to take responsibility for wildfire preparedness. 

· David Lawhead from Dept. of Fish and Game notified the group that this will be his last FAST meeting as he will be working in the Coastal Wetlands Restoration Program in Southern California.  There is no word on a permanent replacement yet, but Meredith Osborn may attend the meetings.

· Caroline Funk from the Ramona West End Fire Safe Council reported that the fire safe council recently had a GSOB presentation in Ramona with 50 people attending. The feedback was good and it was very informative.
· Martin Aguilera from RCD reported that he has been working in Pine Valley and Descanso assisting people with information on hardening their homes and making them more fire resistant.
Presentation – Jim Kazmarek, Ember Deflector System
· Jim Kazmarek, CEO and inventor of the EDs (Ember Deflector System) presented the EDs product to the group.  The EDs can be retrofitted over eave vents on a home, that can be open and closed, therefore protecting the home from embers, smoke, wind, moisture, and pests.  The website for the Ember Deflector System is edsemberdeflector.com.

· Meeting Adjourned at 11:00 am 
NEXT MEETING  - September 23, 2010 at
USFS HQ – Goose Valley

1634 Black Canyon Rd., Ramona, Ca. 92065
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