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San Diego FAST Meeting Minutes – 6/26/08      #64                       Thom Porter-Facilitator                              
10:15 AM = Introductions: 
The approval of the 5/22/08 minutes were deferred until the July meeting as further revisions are to be made.  
There will be a Vegetation/Fuels meeting on July 24th.  It will begin at 8:30 am with the FAST meeting following at 10:15 am. 

July 24, 2008 meeting location:  The Vegetation/Fuels Committee meeting and the FAST meeting will be held at Rancho Santa Fe Station #4 located at 18040 Calle Ambiente.  Here is a link to the driving directions on their website:  http://rsf-fire.org/about/locations_station4.asp
 ACTION ITEMS:

· Approve 5/22/08 meeting minutes.
· PALs meeting to be set up by Ken Miller and Ralph Steinhoff before next FAST meeting.
COMMITEE REPORTS:

VEGETATION REDUCTION/FUELS MANAGEMENT:  Chair:  Ken Miller

· Ralph Steinhoff: Ken Miller is not here today because he is attending the Border Agency Fire Council meeting.  The committee met in Riverside last week with the seven southern counties and NRCS regarding the fuels treatment areas.  There are 52 work area polygons within our 10 primary areas.  We have submitted the information with the polygons back to NRCS, but we need to refine the 52 areas even more as NRCS has requested.  Yesterday we took the fuels map and the 10 primary areas in a report to the Board of Supervisors.  The Board of Supervisors adopted it as well as the project areas for FAST.  Along with the fuels issue, we would like to look at the cost for improvements, consequences, and fireshed analysis.  We would also like to coordinate with our partners outside of the county that share the same boundary with Riverside and Orange County.
· Thom Porter: For those who haven’t heard about the 10 areas and the 52 polygon areas, we have taken the entire FAST area map which includes SRA (State Responsibility Area) and FRA (Federal Responsibility Area) and divided it into 10 areas that needed treatment.  This is based on fuels, weather, and where we would expect to see large, damaging fires.  The 10 areas are then divided up into polygons which are areas that have become projects under a single management structure.   
EVACUATION/COMMUNITY PROTECTION:  Chair:  Stasia Place

· There is no report as Stasia Place was not present at the meeting.
LEGISLATIVE/FUNDING OUTREACH:  Chair:  Will Metz 

· Joan Friedlander: I am speaking on Will Metz’s behalf since he couldn’t be here today.  There is still no update on the Flame Act.  
· Thom Porter: Referring to the current budget crisis, we’re not seeing any cuts in our unit at Cal Fire, especially Resource Management, which was a concern for awhile.  Hopefully it will be more stable with the Forestry Assistant positions in San Diego being made permanent.   
FOREST HEALTH/RESTORATION:  Chair:  David Janssen 

· David Janssen was not at the meeting due to an incident assignment.
· Gary Reece: I am reporting for David that in the three primary planting sites at Cuyamaca, two of them are being watered and there is a 30 – 50% mortality rate currently.  We haven’t been able to water the third site until this week.  We have identified general areas for the next planting season and we’re going to look at replanting some of the areas that we’ve previously planted this year.
· Thom Porter: Our Prado nursery is currently stocked full with potted trees.  They will be ready for planting this coming year.  If you need trees for an event, contact David Janssen.
PUBLIC OUTREACH/EDUCATION:      Chair:  Marty Leavitt

· Faith Berry: Marty Leavitt is not present due to a family illness.  She wants to report that six 3’x4’ road signs have been ordered and are ready to install as soon as locations are determined.  We need to work with the USFS and Cal Fire to see if locations are available.  Our Fire Safe Council is having a Wildfire Safety Expo on September 27, 2008 at Escondido Fire Station #5 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  I would like to invite other agencies to participate as this is important for the public to get information.  I have booth vendor forms available if anyone is interested.
DISCUSSION:  Kurt Roblek, USFWS  
Subject:  MOU and Fuel Modification
· Kurt Roblek: In 1997 there was a Memorandum of Understanding between the various agencies here and the wildlife agencies that listed what you can and can’t do as far as fuel modification. It seems there have been inconsistencies for the last 11 years.  I have come across a situation regarding fuel modification done on a private landowner’s property.  The landowners received notices from the local Fire Marshal and proceeded to do what they thought the notice told them to do.  Some notices have the correct MOU language and some do not.  What it comes down to is that landowners just don’t understand what to do.  I would like all agencies, including the Fish and Wildlife Service, to be aware that there is an MOU to be complied with.  I am also offering my services to meet with anyone who needs it because it is important when landowners grade or clear three acres of land and think they’re doing the right thing.  I am also trying to get a list of the fire chiefs, fire marshals or weed abatement officers so they can give me a copy of the notices they send to the public.  
· Jan Gonzales: We have videos on our website, (www.wildfirezone.org) that collaborate with many of the agencies here that should help in educating the public.  The videos are about defensible space, vegetation and other fire related issues.  We also have DVDs available if anyone wants those. 
· Thom Porter: Kurt, I would encourage you to look at the videos and some of the materials we have as those may help.  
· Mike Scott: Our permits state at the top, “Not a Grading Permit”. Some homeowners think it we want them to treat 100 feet around their home, that they can go ahead and clear it. 
· Thom Porter: This is a good group to bring this issue to, although it needs to be handled on a local fire department level.  The contacts available on the Wildfire Zone and FAST website will help direct you to your local fire department.
· Faith Berry: The Fire Safe Councils are really good venues for getting the information out to the public regarding fuel modification.  
ROUND TABLE
· Thom Porter: I have an update from Ralph Satterberg, who is from Bureau of Indian Affairs; Last week there was a Home Ignition Zone Train the Trainer Workshop at Pala.  It was attended by some members of FAST, CNF, BLM, North County Fire, and FWS.  Tribes present were Pala, Pauma, Pechanga, and San Miguel.  BIA is also having a Wildland Urban Interface training early next year and they are currently working on a burn permit program within the tribal lands.  It will mirror the program that Cal Fire has in place, but they do not have anything signed by a Tribal Council yet.  They hope to have the program in place by next season.
· Randy Lyle: Regarding SDG+E, is there going to be a change in the PALs with the expanded boundary?  
· Thom Porter: We need to have a meeting specifically for PALs.  PAL stands for Project Activity Level which is a rating determined by the Cleveland National Forest to allow certain activities done under certain weather conditions.  The problem we have right now is that we only have PALs for areas that the Cleveland is most interested in, particularly the mountain areas.  It’s going to take some work to turn this into a tiered program (i.e., above 3000 ft., below 3000 ft.).  If you are a private company or individual not working on Federal ground, then legally PALs doesn’t apply to you.

· Ralph Steinhoff:  I will try to get a PALs meeting set up with Ken Miller and Tom Brand to be held before the next FAST meeting.

· Roger Covalt: Is there a way we can access the PALs rating each day on the Cleveland National Forest website instead of calling the NRCS phone number?
· Thom Porter: In recent staff meetings, Cal Fire has been talking of maintaining a website.

· Mark Ostrander: They may be maintaining it jointly with Cleveland.

· Thom Porter: This won’t be happening for awhile though. 

· Danielle Hirsch: NRCS has a new phone number for the PAL level. It is (760)745-2061.

· Nick Pavone: We’re fortunate to have some new fire safe councils in our district and we are encouraging them to do Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs).
· Dominic Arena: The Wildfire Safety Expo is coming up and we’re trying to get more fire safe councils to take part in that.
· Anne Fege: I was in an urban planning meeting this morning and one of the presentations was the 20/20 County Plan Process.  It deals with growth, affordable housing, water issues, location of housing in relation to fire defensibility and protecting natural resources.  The University of California Fire Engine Toolkit assessment list will be on the internet and if several homeowners do it, it will be a great community assessment.  Also, regarding the May 14th meeting with the Board of Supervisors, what is the role of FAST in the 90 day report?
· Thom Porter: Letters were sent to all of the fire departments in the LRA (Local Responsibility Area) except Coronado as well as each Board of Supervisor member.  Several of the fire chiefs and the Board of Supervisors staff responded.  The Supervisors staff seem to be comfortable with the County’s role with the Department of Planning and Land Use and the various departments represented here as their information flow.

· Kurt Roblek: Are there going to be classes available for Red Cards?

· Jeff Wells: There should be a class coming up soon and other agencies are welcome to take it.

· Roger Covalt: Can we be notified of these classes?  

· Thom Porter: We’ll have to find out through our Unit Training department.  For the County, you might want to contact the Fire Marshal.
· Jan Gonzales: There is a mobile outreach kiosk at the fair.  It provides printable tip cards on what to do before, during, and after a fire and videos.  We’re getting two larger kiosks delivered this week if you have a location in mind that could use them for a month or so. Call me and we can schedule them out.  Carl Bell and I took the extension training on the Homeowners Assessment Tool at UC Berkeley, so we are available if any fire safe councils want to utilize that for their fire reduction planning.
· Faith Berry: The fire safe councils would like everyone to know they are appreciative of the support from the different fire agencies and those who attend the fire safe council meetings.

· Danielle Hirsch: The reason for the phone number change for NRCS is because of an office change.  The phone number is for the NRCS Service Center in Escondido.

· Roger Covalt: If anyone is interested, the UC Cooperative Extension office in Placer County is offering an academy on goats.  It will be September 5th through the 7th and if you’re interested, you can email me at roger.covalt@sdcounty.ca.gov and I will send you the link to the course.
· Carl Bell: I’ve been doing some research on one of the fish and game refuges and some county parks and the killing of annual weeds that come in after a fire.  Herbicides were used with success and I think it’s a major issue with the recurrence of wildfires.  We’re hoping through the county parks to demonstrate this on a much larger scale south of Ramona.
· Kurt Roblek: In our line of work we strive to eradicate exotic species that threaten our endangered resources and I agree there are methods to control the weeds.

· Thom Porter: Where does Fish and Wildlife stand on the use of herbicides?

· Kurt Roblek: We have no problem with it.
· Anne Fege: We may need to talk with the environmental groups that oppose herbicides and in looking at the bigger issue, convince them that weed management needs to be done.
· Matthew Matchett: I work for Artistic Tree Care and we’re developing a fire safe division to our company.  I am a certified arborist and it’s important to me to educate the homeowner about their trees and tree care.  At the Escondido Street Fair we have a booth where we teach people how to take care of their trees.  I’m interested now in including fire safety and home safety education.  I also belong to the Professional Tree Care Association of San Diego.
· Linda Bovet: I recently wrote a grant for Los Tules at Stoneridge at Warner Springs Estates.  The issues that Kurt Roblek discussed earlier are what we’re seeing on a daily basis off of Highway 79.  It’s going to be one of the outreach items when we get the Sunshine Summit Fire Safe Council going.
· Jim Thompson: I make the Bark Beetle maps to show progression of the FAST community watershed protection projects.  The maps are available to the public on the FRAP website.  The update is that out of a total of 80,000 acres, 62,000 are either completed or in progress.  
 Meeting Adjourned at 12:15 pm 
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