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San Diego FAST Meeting Minutes – 5/28/09      #74                     Howard Windsor-Facilitator                       
10:30 AM = Introductions
The minutes of 4/23/09 were approved as written with a motion made by David Janssen and seconded by Ken Miller, then approved by all. 
COMMITEE REPORTS:

EVACUATION/COMMUNITY PROTECTION:  Chair:  John Wiecjorek

· No representation.
LEGISLATIVE/FUNDING OUTREACH:  Chair:  Will Metz 
· Joan Friedlander: The $7 million has been awarded to the County, but the check still hasn’t been received yet.  The FLAME Act has been set aside as Congress has been busy dealing with other issues with the new administration.  
FOREST HEALTH/RESTORATION:  Chair:  David Janssen 
· David Janssen: We met as a committee yesterday, in which we discussed moving forward with the Palomar plots.  Hopefully by our next meeting we will be assigning plots to people.  I will have a map showing where the plots are on Forest Service, State, and private lands.  We are working on the outline for the management plan, which will be a general management plan on what kind of work can be done out there to help minimize the fires.  The second item discussed was the GSOB.  We were working on the flyer, but it was tabled due to the differing views on treatment and Jan Gonzales has more information on that.

· Jan Gonzales:  At the same time we were forming a subcommittee, a steering committee was created and we tabled the brochure to avoid duplicating work.  Right now, I’m working on a GSOB website that will have information for the public and hopefully that will be finished soon.  There is also a press release that’s being worked on as well.
· Anabele Cornejo: The press release and the brochure have been put on hold because we were waiting on the o.k. from Pete Scully on the verbiage used.

· Howard Windsor: Pete Scully has since retired, so can you send the brochure to both Kathleen Edwards and I? Then we can review it and get back to you.

· Joan Friedlander: I know the press release and the brochure are being worked through the larger group, the GSOB Steering Committee, but are we feeding that effort back into FAST?
· David Janssen: Originally, we in the Forest Health committee started to work on the brochure and we didn’t know there was other additional meetings going on.  So we backed down and are waiting to bring the brochure to FAST to be voted on and distributed.
· Joan Friedlander: So, the FAST is a venue to get the information out through fire safe councils and the other interagency group is producing the information on the oak borer.

· David Janssen: Since the Steering Committee is comprised of CAL FIRE, Forest Service, and the County, it became more than just an issue for FAST.

· Joan Friedlander: I don’t think FAST is the venue for approving those sorts of things, as much as I think that this group could decide if they want to share this information or not.  

· Howard Windsor: I think what we’re seeing here is indicative of the confusion out there in general. Who is in charge of the GSOB issue? 

· Ken Miller: I was involved on the conference calls and after the presentation at FAST about the borer, it became known to others, such as County Dept. of Agriculture and other departments.  I agree in that I think that group, the Steering Committee should be the one to say ‘this is what you do or don’t do.’

· Howard Windsor: I agree that FAST should only be an agent of those giving us direction and that we can be a conduit to get that information out to the fire safe councils and so on.  Let’s get with Thom Porter and get our lines of responsibility better defined on this.

· Anne Fege: I think it would be helpful to know who the key contact for the Steering Committee is also.
· Howard Windsor: I think Thom Porter is the coordinator of the committee and we’ll talk to him about it.
· David Janssen: One last item our committee discussed was the Penny Pines program that the Forest Service has done in the past.  I talked with Steve Wilson about it and he’s going to contact some people regarding it.  There’s a big push for reforestation right now and the public wants to donate money.  We had the dedication at Cuyamaca Rancho State Park last week where Coca-Cola and Stater Bros. had contributed a large sum of money to do some reforestation.  So, hopefully we’ll hear more about the Penny Pines in the future and I’ll help with that as much as I can. 
· Anne Fege: There’s a very active group that Lynette Short participates in that is called the San Diego Urban Forestry Council that deals with planting trees where people live, so if you do Penny Pines, maybe connect with that group.  

PUBLIC OUTREACH/EDUCATION:      Chair:  Jan Gonzales
· Jan Gonzales: We had a meeting with a presentation about the MAST (Mountain Area Safety Taskforce) public outreach campaign.  The FAST signs are finally being placed in the ground, thank you to David Janssen, and we’re in the process of updating the different FAST display items, logos, banners, etc.  On the FAST website, if anybody has updates, please send me an email and I will take it to our committee to review, bring it to the meeting if need be and then give it to a person who will be doing the technical updating of the website.  Coming up is The San Diego County Fair, which is going to run from June 12th  through July 5th.  There are three spaces reserved for CAL FIRE, U.S. Forest Service, and FAST in the O’Brien building and we have a volunteer list for those who would like to help man the booths.    
VEGETATION REDUCTION/FUELS MANAGEMENT:  Chair:  Ken Miller
· Ken Miller: We met this morning and next month on June 25th, we’ll be meeting at 9:00 am again.  We have received the $7 million for the county contracts to augment our $4 million and we’re working with Environmental Resource Solutions who is managing the projects.  They’ve been marking and identifying projects in the Palomar area first and the next to be done will be towards the greater Julian area along the Highway 78 and 79 corridor for an evacuation route to remove dead, dying, and diseased trees.  One item that came up under FAST project implementation on our agenda was to create a spreadsheet for the FAST group that will be a master tracking system for all the projects under SDG&E, the County, Fire Safe Council, and any other agencies doing such work.  It will identify the name of the project, description, and the status of the project.   This might be good for the website, it can be a public document and shared amongst the group here electronically.  Also, I was at the Fire Alliance yesterday and did a presentation on FAST and it was well received.  
· Joan Friedlander: I think it would be nice to have the presentation on the FAST website.
· Ken Miller: It’s saved on a thumb drive, so we can share it.
ROUND TABLE
· Bonnie Burchill: I’ll just recap the statistics on what has been done so far on the Palomar project.  We’re still in preparatory stage and in the 10 project areas approved by FAST and funded by the $4 million, there are 806 private property parcels. Of those properties, 373 have returned the right of entry agreements to the County to participate in the tree removal program.  We have started working on those parcels, marking the trees that are over six inches and we have so far marked 14,000 trees. Now we’re moving into the Burchill area, which is over 8,000 acres.  However, the property participation will probably only be 15 – 20% of that acreage, because the large property owners are not participating.  Now the other funding is secured, we can start working on the Julian area/Highway 78 and 79 corridor.  
· Faith Berry: I have a map showing the area where the Fire Safe Council will be doing the oak tree removal in Descanso, Pine Valley, and Guatay.  I also have a draft map showing where the fire safe councils are in San Diego County.  We’re going to work on tightening up the boundaries and once we do that, the map will be posted on the Fire Safe Council website.  We would also like to eventually overlay where the CWPPs (Community Wildfire Protection Programs) are so fire agencies are aware of which communities have CWPPs and when they were updated. 

· Ken Miller: Faith, are you the contact for the projects status?

· Faith Berry: For the oak tree removal, Marty Leavitt is the contact.  I am the contact for chipping projects if you need information on that.
· Joan Friedlander: At the Fire Alliance yesterday, I thought Ventura County put out a really good brochure on Ready, Set, Go! and they are willing to have people put their logo on that and use that material, so that may be something to be aware of.  
· Anne Fege: I am currently working with the Valley Center Fire Safe Council, they have a grant from San Diego Gas & Electric for wildfire education.  We’re talking about doing a class on a Saturday for the community, but also having a power point available so more communities and fire safe councils can do the class and maybe a train the trainer.  There is also a desire to do a train the trainer class for the homeowner toolkit checklists.  
· Richard Dupree: The Pine Valley Fire Safe Council was able to get a chipper from a Forest Service grant and we had our second community chipping day recently.

· Howard Windsor: Just an update on the Sunrise Powerlink and the EIR/EIS that describes what the Public Utilities Commission has conditioned in that document, that they will provide mitigation.  A big component of that mitigation is defensible space grants of $2.4 million a year that has to be managed under an MOU.  I know this is a controversial issue, but it does bring in another funding source for annual projects.  It doesn’t have to stay in the area of the line itself.  Obviously, the priorities will be around the line and then it will extend out from there.

 Meeting Adjourned at 11:40 am 
NEXT MEETING  - June 25, 2009 at
USFS HQ – Goose Valley
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