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San Diego FAST Meeting Minutes – 4/24/08      #62                                                     
10:30 AM = Introductions: 
                                                                                                               Thom Porter-Facilitator
Two items were corrected in the minutes of 3/27/08.  The first item was to replace San Diego County with San Diego City as not being in the FAST boundary.  The second item was to change the number of trees planted from 40,000 to 30,000 under the Forest Health/Restoration Committee.  With those corrections noted, the minutes were approved with a motion made by Ralph Steinhoff and seconded by David Janssen then approved by all.
COMMITEE REPORTS:

EVACUATION/COMMUNITY PROTECTION:  Chair: Stasia Place

· Stasia Place has nothing to report as of yet. 
· Thom Porter: We may do a table top exercise to review evacuation/community protection issues. 
LEGISLATIVE/FUNDING OUTREACH:  Chair:  Will Metz 

· Rich Hawkins: The bills HR5648 and HR5541 have passed the House and hopefully will pass the Senate.  This means that there is a good chance that the federal wildland firefighting budget will be separated from the line item budget in the Forest Service. 
· Liz Zellner: Jolene Dayton and I are going to a grant writing school and hope we can be of assistance to the group here.
· Marty Leavitt: The bill SB1618, a proposal for 300 foot clearance was defeated. 
FOREST HEALTH/RESTORATION:  Chair:  David Janssen 

· David Janssen passed around an article regarding the carbon sequestration sites at Cuyamaca State Park.  The objective is to expand the plots to 300 acres and hopefully it will assist in improving the air quality.  Regarding the plots from last year, an inventory was done on the selected areas of Palomar Mountain.  Referring to a map, David said a good part of the plots burned up in the Poomacha Fire.  Based on the data collected, the committee would like to make some recommendations on how to prevent a catastrophic fire on Palomar Mountain.  David is also looking for funding in order to analyze the data collected.  The current analysis will be presented at a meeting on May 15th.  The meeting will be held at the Escondido NRCS from 9 to 11 a.m. 
· Liz Zellner: Is the Pennies for Pines program still active? This might be a good source of funds.
· Thom Porter: The Pennies for Pines program still exists and may be worthwhile to look into. 
· Doug Lande: It may be beneficial to FAST to support these kinds of scientific studies.  Thom Porter agreed.
· David Janssen: For this project, I would like a timeline of around 3 months.
· Thom Porter: Thom confirmed with David that he is tentatively setting a 3 month window of time to collect data. 
PUBLIC OUTREACH/EDUCATION:      Chair:  Marty Leavitt

· Marty Leavitt: Stated that 100 conifers were distributed and planted in Sherilton Valley, another 200 were distributed in Descanso, and more should be available to private areas in the future. 

Marty passed around the agenda for the News Conference/Grant Awards Ceremony scheduled for April 25th at 10 a.m. at Kit Carson Park.  The vinyl sign displaying the FAST logo was displayed for the group and will be displayed in the background at the News Conference.  The road signs are still being worked on.  

· Chris Blaylock: The FAST website is now live.  The website address is www.sdfast.org.  If you want to add anything to the website or if you have questions, the email address is webmaster@sdfast.org.  
· Thom Porter: Will there be a FRAP link on the website? 

· Chris Blalock: Yes, there is currently a link to FRAP.  Click on the ‘Projects’ menu, then click on ‘maps’.

· Thom Porter: I would like to put a link on the FAST website to the CAL MAST website.

· David Janssen: The fire prevention signs are now up at the entrance to Ramona, Escondido and the Estates.
VEGETATION REDUCTION/FUELS MANAGEMENT:  Chair:  Ken Miller

· Ken Miller: In the Fuels Committee meeting, the eight areas that are currently the Project Regional Areas on the FAST map were discussed. Ken asked for a motion to accept two more areas. The first area is St. Park/Laguna and the second area is Rancho.  Marty Leavitt approved the motion, Rich Hawkins seconded and the whole group agreed.

· Ken Miller: Dana Sinclair will send the Fuels Committee meeting minutes to Leah O’Connor via email to forward to the FAST group.

PRESENTATION: David Heilig
Subject: FAST and MAST Rapid Assessment

· David Heilig: David passed around an information sheet regarding the inventory of potential fuel management projects in Southern California.  This will give us an idea of what areas will most need resources to implement those projects.  By the end of June, a final document should be ready for distribution.  On May 21st the forest supervisors will be briefed on the status of this project.  
· Liz Zellner expressed concern about fuel reduction needed in watershed areas such as the area surrounding Lake Hodges.  

· Thom Porter: The assessment that David is doing will include those areas.

· David Heilig: We also work with the USGS on assessing potential erosion and debris flows.  
NOMINATIONS FOR NEW COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

· Thom Porter: Are there any nominees for Facilitator? Marty Leavitt nominated Thom Porter, Rich Hawkins seconded and the entire group agreed.  There were no nominations for new chairs, and it was unanimously agreed that all committee chairs will remain as they are currently. 
ROUND TABLE
· Marty Leavitt: We’ve been in the process of adding more Fire Safe Councils and we finally have one in the 94 corridor with the help of Pete Scully and Faith Berry.  We have also revived the Fire Safe Council in Descanso.  Regarding Senator Hollingsworth’s 300 foot clearance bill, it has been defeated.
· David Janssen: CAL FIRE was given 3000 more Jeffrey Pines if anybody would like them.

· Danielle Hirsch: I would like to request a PAL meeting.
· Thom Porter: There isn’t a standing PAL committee, but let’s have the Fuels Committee set a date and we’ll send it out on email.

 Meeting Adjourned at 12:10 pm 
NEXT MEETING  -  May 22, 2008 - 10:15 AM - GOOSE VALLEY, RAMONA[image: image1.png]



