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San Diego FAST Meeting Minutes – 4/22/10      #84
USFS HQ – Goose Valley 
1634 Black Canyon Rd., Ramona, Ca. 92065

Kathleen Edwards – Facilitator

(Filling in for Howard Windsor)

10:30 AM – Introductions
Members Present: 
	Aguilera, Martin – RCD
	Gray, Tim - USFS
	

	Berry, Faith – RCD/FSC
	Huntamer, Marilyn – Farmers Ins.
	

	Burchill, Bonnie - Env. Resource Sol.
	Johnson, Shannon – Cal Fire
	

	Cook, Craig – Deer Springs FSC
	Lawhead, David – Ca. DFG
	

	Dupree, Richard – Pine Vly FSC
	Leuzinger, Peter – Cal Fire
	

	Eisele, Bob – SD County DPLU
	Mansolf, Kristi – Ramona WE FSC
	

	Dupree, Richard – PVFSC
	Mortier, Hal – SDG&E
	

	Edwards, Kathleen – Cal Fire
	Porter, Thom – Cal Fire
	

	Fege, Anne – SDNHM
	VanDeWeghe, Jerry – Senator’s office
	

	Frey, Robert – Deer Springs FSC
	Wiecjorek, John – SD Co. OES
	

	Gonzales, Jan - UCCE
	
	


The minutes of 3/25/10 were approved with a motion made by Hal Mortier, seconded by Jerry VanDeWeghe, and then approved by all. 
· Kathleen Edwards announced that the FAST Core Group will hold a meeting with the committees and committee chairs on April 28, 2010 at 1:00 pm at Cal Fire HQ in El Cajon.
COMMITEE REPORTS:

EVACUATION/COMMUNITY PROTECTION:   Chair:  John Wiecjorek
· A CERT exercise was held in Julian on the weekend of April 17th and was attended by about 120 people.
· John Wiecjorek announced that a Golden Guardian exercise will be held on May 18th, which will be terrorism based and will involve all 18 cities in the county.  It is a statewide exercise and the local news media will be contacted to obtain good press coverage.
LEGISLATIVE/FUNDING OUTREACH:  Chair:  Will Metz 
· No report.
FOREST HEALTH/RESTORATION:  Chair:  David Janssen 
· Faith Berry announced that the next meeting will be Wednesday, May 19th at 9:00 am at the RCD Headquarters in Lakeside.  She encourages those on the committee to attend.
· Three grant funding opportunities are being researched by Faith.  The first grant is from USDA and the deadline for applying is June 8th.  If the FAST group approves, Faith would like to start on the application.  The second grant application comes also from USDA and is for specifically agricultural pests.  Faith mentioned this is something the GSOB (Gold Spotted Oak Borer) committee might be interested in.  The third grant opportunity is the Cooperative Forestry Research Grant, also from the USDA. 

· David Lawhead mentioned that originally the committee was working on a management plan or a process document for Palomar Mountain.
· Thom Porter mentioned that NRCS and Cal Fire at the Sacramento level are working on coordinating a management plan framework and that it might be valuable to utilize that framework.

ACTION ITEM 
· Thom Porter to look into NRCS/Cal Fire Management Plan outline to see if we can apply it to Palomar and the Forest Health Committee.
PUBLIC OUTREACH/EDUCATION:  Chair:  Jan Gonzales
· Jan Gonzales provided the following updates for the Public Outreach Committee:

· FAST Website:  Jan received permission from the FAST group to store the backup files needed for the FAST website on another computer in case alternate personnel needed to access the files for updating, etc.  Also on the website, instead of giving each committee their own page as proposed before, the Public Outreach Committee suggested to just expand the committee pages to have updates on projects and a photos page.  The other option is to start a Flickr account so committee chairs can upload their pictures and the website can link to it.  Jan also stated that she still needs photos/videos submitted for the website.  A member of the group suggested putting the website address on the signature block of the emails that contain the FAST minutes and agendas when they are sent out.
· General: Jan also reported that she will be meeting with Cox Communications and Time Warner next month to expand their dissemination of wildfire education materials.  Martin Aguilera will be contacting the local tribal councils regarding the distribution of wildfire education materials as well.
· Public Outreach: The committee started a website address list for organizations that FAST would like to approach and request their support for FAST by including a link to the FAST website on their own website or their publications.  The San Diego County Fair will be from June 11th to July 5th this year and Jan will be signing up volunteers for the FAST booth at the next FAST meeting.  For use of photos in the FAST display, contact the agency that owns the photo to get approval first.  If the photo has the FAST logo, the request and approval would also need to go through the FAST group.
· Committee Meeting Time: The committee decided to hold the Public Outreach Committee meeting on the third Thursday of each month.  The meeting place will remain flexible, but mainly is held at the RCD headquarters in Lakeside.

VEGETATION REDUCTION/FUELS MANAGEMENT:  Chair:  Ken Miller
· Bonnie Burchill reported that the wet weather this winter has impacted the county Palomar projects slightly.  The first contract has two parcels left to do, and the second contract is in the Birch Hill and Bailey Meadows area and they’re 40% done.  The third and final contract will be released on Tuesday and that is for work on East and South Grade Road.  The target is 6,900 trees and the bid date for that contract is May 6th.  The county has also begun their archeology and biology surveys for the Greater Julian project area. 
ROUND TABLE
· Robert Frey from the Deer Springs Fire Council reported that the Moosa Canyon project has gone very well and expressed his thanks to the Cal Fire Rainbow Crew, David Lawhead from Dept. of Fish and Game, and Kurt Roblek from U.S. Fish and Wildlife.  Robert also reported that the Deer Springs Fire Safe Council received a grant from the ‘After the Fires’ grant program from the Escondido Foundation.  With those monies they are going to develop a Fire Risk Assessment for the entire Deer Springs Fire District and will also be used to update their CWPP.
· Craig Cook, also from the Deer Springs FSC passed around a copy of their bi-annual newspaper paid for with grant funding.  The theme of the issue was creating and maintaining defensible space.  The newspaper will be sent by mail to the Deer Springs District.  The fire safe council is also working on an evacuation flyer to mail out that is similar to the newspaper.  The flyer is funded through a Sempra Energy grant.
· Anne Fege mentioned the Palomar Community Defense Zone Environmental Assessment and would like to forward it via email to the FAST group.
· Martin Aguilera reported that the Greater Julian Fire Safe Council had CERT training from 10 am to 3 pm the weekend of April 17th.  Martin is also doing work as a Risk Assessment Officer for RCD in Pine Valley.
· Kristi Mansolf from the Ramona West End FSC had a question about who to talk to about how to approach GSOB from a fire safe council perspective and a healthy forest perspective.  She also has a citizen concerned about the feral pigs in the forest and was requesting information.  Regarding GSOB, Kathleen answered that the best resource right now is the GSOB website, as for more resources, funding is limited but people are trying to do as many site inspections as possible.  Regarding the feral pigs, David Lawhead suggested contacting Kim McKee-Lewis at (760)431-9440 x.373 in Carlsbad as she would probably be the best to deal with this issue.  David Lawhead also mentioned that Clark Winchell has replaced Kurt Roblek at U.S. Fish and Wildlife.

· Dick Dupree from the Pine Valley Fire Safe Council posed the question if the FAST workload is at a point where the FAST meetings could be held every other month.  Kathleen will bring it before the core group at the next core group meeting.  Other updates from Dick Dupree include a completed right of entry form from the Pine Valley Fire Safe Council for dead tree removal, and a chipping day will be held on May 8th.

· Faith Berry announced the Fire Safe Council Volunteer Awards event will be on June 10th from 11 am to 2 pm at the Barona Reservation.  American Red Cross helped with the funding, so it will only cost $10 a person.  Will Metz, Clay Howe and others will be speaking at the event.  A chipping day was held in Lake Hodges on the 10th with 38 truck loads of material chipped.  A chipping day will be held at Campo and Lake Morena on April 24th with the County Parks picking up the chipped materials for their trails.  Another chipping day will be in Eucalyptus Hills on May 8th.  Faith also reported that for the street sign project, a master list was put together with 170 streets that don’t have signs and the county has been a huge help in assisting with the signs and American Red Cross provided funding for them.
· Jan Gonzales reminded everyone that the Home Assessment and Mapping Workshop will be held on April 27th at the Tierrasanta Recreation Center.  The UC Coop. Extension continues to work with Cal Fire on the Fuel Road Fire Break geo-database program.  The Spanish translation of the wildfire tip cards is almost done and a video will be done as well.  Jan also reported on a website that UCCE is developing.  The address will be extension.org/survivingwildfire and it will contain information regarding before, during, and after wildfire provided by extension agents from the western states. Jan also reminded the group that the RAST Fire Summit will take place on June 2nd, so please visit the website http://firesummit.info/ and register.  

· Bob Eisele provided a research fact that 50% of all chaparral fires over 100,000 acres in California have occurred in the past 7 years.  
· Thom Porter praised the FAST group for being a model for RAST and all of the accomplishments over the years, while also encouraging the group to strive to work collaboratively to on issues that may arise.
· Kathleen Edwards recommended adding a calendar of events to the meeting minutes and the entire group agreed.
 Meeting Adjourned at 12:30 pm 
NEXT MEETING  - May 27, 2010 at
USFS HQ – Goose Valley

1634 Black Canyon Rd., Ramona, Ca. 92065
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