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San Diego FAST Meeting Minutes – 3/27/08      #61                                                     
10:30 AM = Introductions: 
                                                                                                               Thom Porter-Facilitator
The minutes of 2/28/08 were approved as written with a motion made by Ralph Steinhoff and seconded by Mark Ostrander then approved by all.
COMMITEE REPORTS:

EVACUATION/COMMUNITY PROTECTION:  Chair: Stasia Place

· Stasia Place announced that she would be happy to chair this committee and that two evacuation plans are being worked on and close to completion but no report yet.  The two plans are for Lakeside and Stone Ridge at Warner Springs Estates. 
· Thom Porter: They are not identifying evacuation areas, however, they are only noting areas of concern.  They will also coordinate the community plans with the CPEP and CWPP. 
LEGISLATIVE/FUNDING OUTREACH:  Chair:  Will Metz 

· Rich Hawkins: HR5648 and HR5541 are two competing bills currently in D.C. that are related to the Forest Service which will take the wildfire suppression budget and separate it from the line item budget that congress has had in the past.  These two competing proposals will eventually become one and hopefully be passed.  As a result, the forest firefighting budget will be segregated from the rest of the Forest Service budget for the first time in Forest Service history.  The Watershed Fire Council is aware and in support of these bills.
· Rich Hawkins: He proposes a media event for the FAST group hopefully to take place in two to four weeks.  This media event will cover three items: First, it will feature all of the Fire Safe Councils that received approved grants.  This will be posted on the Council website. Rich is requesting that Marty Leavitt and Bryan Harris organize the photo-op.  Second, it will also feature the grant with San Diego County DPLU to announce the $4 million grant for the County.  This will include a photo-op with a Forest Supervisor, a person from the County Board of Supervisors, Ken Miller, and Ralph Steinhoff.  Ken may talk about the key areas where the funds may be spent. Third, it will include what part of $6.5 million of the Forest Service grant is coming to CAL FIRE in San Diego.  Rich figures $2 million for San Diego, $4 million for the County, and $3.5 million for the Fire Safe Councils. This media event will make the County Board of Supervisors more aware of how FAST operates as a team.
· Marty Leavitt: Recently, members of FAST have raised concerns about the bill SB1618, a proposal for 300 foot clearance. 
PUBLIC OUTREACH/EDUCATION:      Chair:  Marty Leavitt

· Thom Porter: Regarding the media event, Marty could have the committee develop the message and forward the information to the individual PIOs.
· Marty Leavitt: I will work with the proposal.  A logo is being passed around today for review and suggestions.  The banners have been finalized as well as the pinwheels.  The pinwheels need the identifier on the back, and then 4400 will be ordered.  They will have the finalization on the draft for the signage, the funding, and the material that sign will be printed on.  She will work with individual agencies to get the signs posted at the appropriate locations.  
· Ken Miller: San Diego County is not in the FAST boundary right now.

· Ralph Steinhoff: The Banner should read San Diego County, not County of San Diego and the group agreed.

· Marty Leavitt will refine the logo.

· Marty Leavitt and Rich Hawkins discuss that the media event should be held on Friday, April 25, 2008 at 10 a.m. The location will be decided later.

· Marty Leavitt: Regarding signage, the banners are going to be portable and the signs will be on wood.  We need posts for the signs. Thom Porter suggests stretching vinyl over plywood for the signs. 
· Thom Porter: Signs will be made the crews at Norco. Contact Dave Matis on sign materials.

· Marty Leavitt: Earth Day is coming up, Burn Run is in July, a FAST/USFS kiosk will be at the San Diego County Fair in June.  Thom Porter wants Marty to send a calendar of events to Leah O’Connor and the Core Group by email.

· Thom Porter: Cuyamaca State Park is doing an Earth Day event on 4/19/08 at Green Valley Falls.  It would be good to have someone represent the State Park on the Public Outreach Committee.  Contact Roxanne Provaznik for more information.   
FOREST HEALTH/RESTORATION:  Chair:  David Janssen 

· David Janssen has been busy planting 40,000 trees.  On the restoration project, the CAL FIRE crews have been planting on Cuyamaca Peak, Middle Peak, and Lawson Valley. The crews will be watering the seedlings to ensure a better growth rate this year.  CAL FIRE is considering offering the 2007 fire victims free trees to help reforestation.  
· Marty Leavitt: The Fire Safe Council planted 125 trees in Descanso. 

· David Janssen : Next year, we plan to plant on Palomar Mountain.
· Thom Porter: Contact Mark Ostrander for information regarding growing oak seedlings.
VEGETATION REDUCTION/FUELS MANAGEMENT:  Chair:  Ken Miller

· Thom Porter: The Board of Supervisor’s office is looking to improve fire protection for unincorporated areas.  They are working with FAST to create risk assessment of vegetative fuels in unincorporated areas of San Diego County. This means we are getting good recognition from Board of Supervisors.
· Ken Miller: The Fuels Committee meeting will become a standard meeting every month at 8:30 am to 10:00 am.  Tom Oberbauer met with Fish and Game this morning regarding the Priority Matrix table in the Strategic Plan. This led to a new title for the table: Ecological Treatment Need. The definition of this title is the need of habitats and species requiring fuel treatment for manipulation of the fire cycle in order to maintain ecological values.  Tom Oberbauer to get back to Ken on the scoring. He will define the treatment areas as High, Medium, or Low.  The fuels committee also identified potential projects based on the scoring, which will be discussed at the next meeting. Ralph Steinhoff can use this information for the media event.  The project areas will be captured on a FRAP map, to be worked on by Bob Eisley and Jim Thompson and then we’ll vote on those areas. 
DISCUSSION: A Charter for FAST
· Will Metz left early, will discuss Charter at next meeting.
· Thom Porter: Will agenda and minutes be on the internet? Marty Leavitt informed everyone that they will be. Have Donna and Leah send archived minutes to Stasia for internet.

· Marty Leavitt: Break out action items on agenda for easier research.
· Thom Porter: David Heilig to be at the next meeting to discuss the Rapid Watershed Assessment for the seven southern counties of the state.
ROUND TABLE
· Thom Porter: At next meeting, let’s re-affirm committee chair members and/or nominate new ones.
· Janae: Who is conducting the Rapid Watershed specifics?  Thom Porter: David Heilig.
· Karla: Reminder that the Oak Management workshop is coming up.  

· Cathy: The Fire Safe Councils Expo is September 23rd. Awards ceremony in the first week of June.

· Jim Thompson: Displaying of Treatment Status maps.  Maps are color coded and show status of projects.  Brown is “planned”, yellow is “in process”, and green is “complete”.  Out of the total 78,000 acres, 61,000 acres are in process, and 35,000 are complete. Updates have come from NRCS and the County. His contact info is on the map and if you need copies of the map it is available on the FRAP website. Karla to put a link to the FRAP website on the FAST website.
· Jeff: Picnic and campground areas in Palomar State Park will be re-opened to the public Friday night.

· Thom Porter: Fire districts and County chiefs have been invited to attend the FAST meetings. 
 Meeting Adjourned at 12:30 pm 
NEXT MEETING  -  April 24, 2008 - 10:15 AM - GOOSE VALLEY, RAMONA
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