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San Diego FAST Meeting Minutes – 12/16/04

Introductions:

The Meeting Minutes of 11/18/04 were not received and we are trying to correct 

the problem or find an alternative way of getting the minutes to all participants. 

A discussion was held of the possibility of posting the minutes on the County web-site so that it would be available to all.  The FAST Mission statement was also discussed with a handout for everyone.  We need to keep the meeting discussions 

to FAST objectives and try not to go beyond FAST boundaries or the Mission statement.  Thom Porter will provide maps of the FAST boundary for

each attendee.

Committee Reports:
EVACUATION/COMMUNITY PROTECTION: Herman Reddick

· No one was present to give a report.

LEGISLATIVE OUTREACH/FUNDING DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: Tina Terrell

· The committee group met prior to Thanksgiving and discussed what they needed to do

for future funding development. 

· Strategies were discussed as to how they will accomplish their objectives.

· They discussed FAST’s role in being a part of the Finance Committee’s objectives.

· Doug Lande – Is the outreach for funding going to focus on tree removal only?

· Tom Schott – No, as the group talked about how the FAST Mission includes terms such

as Forest Health. The future outreach for funding will address over-all Forest Health

issues.

· The committee will determine what funding is out there, what is missing and how to

get funding to fill the gaps.

· The Congress is in recess and FSC did not get their funding.  There is no information

regarding USFS and their funding.

FOREST HEALTH/RESTORATION COMMITTEE: Bryan Petit

· The next committee meeting is January 19, 2005 at 9:00 AM  to be held at the USFS

      office in Goose Valley, Ramona.  The group will be changing their agenda by establishing 

      4 sub-committees.

· The sub-committees are: Sporax Committee; Ecology (long term issues); Seeding and

Reforestation, and Cost Share.

· Each sub-committee will discuss and decide on their goals and objectives.
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FOREST HEALTH/RESTORATION COMMITTEE:   (Cont’d)

· If you are interested in one of these sub-committees, please call Bryan Petit.

· Thom Porter – The CDF nursery in Magalia is sewing seed for the 2006 planting season.

Our initial request is for 150,000 seedlings total.

· Currently the species include Incense Cedar, Coulter pine, Jeffrey pine, and Ponderosa

pine and possibly other varieties will be added.

· Tom Gillett will report next meeting regarding the cone collecting efforts.

VEGETATION REDUCTION/FUELS MANAGEMENT: Tim Knowd

· Committee meeting was held following the FAST meeting in Julian at 12 noon at the

Julian Coffee Shop.

· The meeting was to discuss issues with burn permits, review FAST projects including

priority areas and Indian Reservation plans.

· SDG&E is cleaning up and wrapping up operations on Palomar and will be moving to Greater Julian by January, 2005.

· Ken Miller – Reported on the county’s progress which included the areas that have been

treated as well as the project status including the following:

    Trees removed = 23,500

    Brush removed = 188,951 (cu. Ft.)

          Treated miles (Road, Powerlines) = 113.4

          Treated Acres = 585.43                                                                                                                                  

           Monies expended = $7,216,524.00

· The county intends to start on Birch Hill on the 6th of January, 2005 and hope it will 

attract some media attention.

· Next they plan to start the Julian Downtown and Volcan projects, combined, next

      Julian-Kentwood 1&2, Pinezanita and Julian Estates. Then on to Descanso, Pine Valley, 

      Guatay, Corte Madera, and North Descanso.

· They hope to have all the tree marking completed by March, 2005.

· Jon Rollin – They are hoping that the bids will be awarded by the 1st of the year for the

following: Canfield, East Grade and South Grade.

· Next to be awarded should be State Highway 79 through Cuyamaca State Park.

· The bids will go out together for Sunrise Highway and Mt. Laguna communities.

· Mark Rosenberg stressed the importance of agencies/groups in getting their reports

      of work progress to the county so that they can get it to FRAP.

· This information is also vital for acquiring future funding as Washington needs to see

      our progress.
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OUTREACH/EDUCATION: Jim Yoke/Joan Wynn

· Anabele Cornejo of USFS advises that the video will be completed soon.

· Kati Harrison of NRCS gave a talk to the conservation class at Mission Bay High School,

      explaining who and what is involved with the FAST efforts. 

· Ken Miller stated that the county TV network is developing something on county contracts

      for tree removal.  (Contact Bill Pollick for additional information.)

· FRAP is formulating a time series of maps regarding tree mortality from 1997 to Sept. 2003

including a report on the impact to communities.

· Thom Porter stated that this was good information and should be included in some of the videos that are being created.

· Tom Schott stated that he thinks before and after photos of treated areas would also

      be very helpful and that the county may have some good photos.

FUNDING/GRANT UPDATE AND ISSUES:

· Some of the issues have been covered earlier in the meeting, during legislative outreach.
· In the next few weeks, NRCS hopes to send out a few more bids.  They hope to get bids out
      quicker in the future. 
· The State Association of RCD is working with all FSC groups to get their grant applications out by the 1st week in February, 2005.
· Mark Rosenberg mentioned that FRAP has put together many charts and graphics that can 
      assist grant applicants.  Please see him for details.
· CDF has 2003 and 2004 funding that is good for 3 years for CDF activities.
· Palomar FSC states that the county needs new statistics on brush removal.  Everyone should
      give the county their field statistics before January 14, 2005.
ROUND TABLE:

· The problem of communication between MVU and sheriff concerning PAL levels, might be

      alleviated by the sheriff monitoring MVU local or calling the NRCS recording.  Also MVU

      could broadcast PAL on the Red Net frequency.  Randy Lyle to check this out. 

· Palomar FSC questions whether there is any enforcement in the long run for the 100’

      clearance requirement.

· NRCS wants the PAL updates to continue.

· USFS will try to get their statistics out as soon as possible.

· BLM’s progress over the last 2 years consists of the following:

1. They patrolled around homes and made contact with homeowners regarding fire safety.

2. They have provided the Julian High School with fire ecology information.

3. They completed phase I of Sunrise Fuel Break re-construction in conjunction with CDF.

4. They mapped homes in Julian for fire protection and will share the results with the Julian

Fire district and the community.
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ROUND TABLE:  (Cont’d)                                                                                                                                          

· Grace Terrazas stated that mastication work is ongoing at Lost Valley, East Grade, and the

fuel break on Palomar.

· Palomar fuel break maintenance is continuing with burning, brush crushing and mastication.

· Wes Higbe of the Sierra Cedar Sawmill confirmed a tour of the sawmill at Mesa Grande 

      after the meeting by handing out information brochures to the group.

· Mark Rosenberg stated that FRAP will be developing a website for people to find updated

      information.

· Bruce Taylor says that SDG&E is wrapping up the clean-up work on Palomar.  Their crews

      are now working on Volcan Mountain.

· Ken Miller – Can we get some type of a PAL system for winter operations?

· Thom Porter will be putting together a comprehensive set of reports for S. D. county FAST Forest Health, developed by the CDF rotating foresters.  CDF will get this information to the FAST group once the reports are completed.

· Marty Leavitt, FSC will get the chipping figures to the county and state.  FSC has gotten an

      additional $30,000 for brush clearing.

· Individual community concerns need to be referred to the FSC so that they may respond

      to them.

ACTION ITEMS:

· Donna will e-mail Joan Wynn for Diane Jacobs and Diane Feinstein’s contact information

      as they are particularly interested in FAST efforts.

· We should formulate some status information on these efforts, including tree planting, and

      forward to Ms. Jacobs & Ms. Feinstein along with an invitation to attend one of our

      meetings.

· Donna and Lynnette will work to resolve the e-mail situation, possibly posting on the county

website for easy access for all.

· Dave Herbert questioned:  Will Herman Reddick continue to chair Community Protection?

· Forest Health: Sub-committees are being created by Bryan Petit.

· Everyone to provide monthly data to county on field data, on or before January 14, 2005.

· Nick Ricchiuti: Please get photos of treated areas before and after treatment to Anabele.

· CDF to revise Incident Action Plan.  Fast Plans meeting 9 AM-1/12/04 at MVU. 

· The next FSC meeting to be held on January 25, 2005 at 10:00 AM – Location TBA.
· Mark Rosenberg:  Send mortality Flight Data.

· Anabele Cornejo: Finalizing USFS Video.

· Bill Pollick working on County Video Production.

        NEXT MEETING – JANUARY 27, 2005 AT 9:00 A.M., GOOSE VALLEY, RAMONA

