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San Diego FAST Meeting Minutes – 10/22/09      #79                Howard Windsor - Facilitator                       
10:15 AM = Introductions
Members Present: 
Martin Aguilera
Anne Fege
Gary Reece
Dominick Arena
Robert Frey
Todd Richardson
Faith Berry
Joan Friedlander
Kurt Roblek
Danielle Campbell
Mari Hill
Mike Scott

Robert Carlyle
David Janssen
Pete Scully
Craig Cook
Andi Koonce
Ralph Steinhoff
Anabele Cornejo
Marty Leavitt
Alexandra Syphard
Patricia Davis
Randy Lyle
Jerry VanDeWeghe
Roger Covalt
Dan Mapstone
Steve Wilson
Richard Dupree
Will Metz
Howard Windsor
Kathleen Edwards
Leah O’Connor


Bob Eisele
Thom Porter

The minutes of 9/24/09 were approved with a motion made by Marty Leavitt, seconded by Jerry VanDeWeghe, then approved by all. 
CORE GROUP UPDATE:
· Howard Windsor: The FAST MACS Core Group meeting was held on October 5th.  A few key items that we discussed were the strategic planning process and the committees under FAST.  We want to make sure we understand the purpose of each of those committees and their goals and objectives.  GSOB was also discussed and the group decided that the GSOB Steering Committee would remain separate from FAST.  However, a representative from the committee would report monthly to FAST with updates. 
COMMITEE REPORTS:

EVACUATION/COMMUNITY PROTECTION:  Chair:  John Wiecjorek
· Howard Windsor: Is John Wiecjorek starting to coordinate an evacuation drill?
· Todd Richardson: I talked to John the other day and that is one of the plans down the road, right now he is reviewing the evacuation plans.  Twenty-two plans are completed and only six are posted on the OES website.  For the Evacuation Committee, he is going to print out a few of the published evacuation routes, highlight the areas of concern and safe routes and then forward that to the Vegetation/Fuels Committee with recommendations.
LEGISLATIVE/FUNDING OUTREACH:  Chair:  Will Metz 
· Will Metz: I have nothing new to report.
· Jerry VanDeWeghe: Regarding legislation, a number of people were concerned this past legislative session with the number of bills that Assembly Member Jefferies put into the state legislature.  They have had some working groups meeting with some of the fire groups in Riverside County, along with volunteer departments and gel companies.  They will be starting those up again in January and I will let you when, because we would like for people in San Diego to be involved. 

FOREST HEALTH/RESTORATION:  Chair:  David Janssen 
· David Janssen: Along with the other committees, we’re going to start looking at our goal statements and which direction we think our committee should go.  In our committee meeting we mentioned that last year we had a nice planting workshop and we’re thinking about doing it again this year.  It’ll cover the basic topics: how to plant properly and seed zones.  We’re looking at mid-January to hold the workshop.  We discussed oak nurseries and we think that’s the next step for GSOB.  We want to start looking at funding and where to put nurseries.  Reservations are interested in doing nurseries as well as private citizens.  Regarding mastication, 70 acres have been masticated on Cuyamaca Middle Peak and now the contractor has moved on to Volcan Mountain to hopefully get 24 acres done by the 28th.  We’re planning on about 115 acres for carbon sequestration and planting 60,000 trees this year.  We may have some to give away to the public through the fire safe councils as well.  Another item we discussed was possibly getting a link on the FAST website showing people where they can get seedlings from various nurseries.
· Danielle Campbell: We’d also like to have a brochure on seedlings and be able to hand them out.

· Thom Porter: On the oak planting, it might be worthwhile to develop a pamphlet on how to grow oaks from acorns. 
· Anabele Cornejo: Right now I’m the lead for the GSOB Education Committee and we’re having these conversations already about oak planting and the FAST group is also talking about it.  I think we need to get all the information in one place.  

· David Janssen: Do you want a representative from the Forest Health Committee to attend the GSOB Core Group meetings?

· Danielle Campbell: I can attend those meetings and coordinate between the two and make sure we’re not doing the same thing in both committees.
· Anabele Cornejo: Yes, thank you!
PUBLIC OUTREACH/EDUCATION:      Chair:  Jan Gonzales
· Anabele Cornejo: We met last week and Jan wanted me to report that the FAST website updates are still underway.  We’ve been reviewing our committee’s roles and responsibilities and once the strategic plan is updated, we’ll have a better idea of writing our goals.  

· Marty Leavitt: The website is a “living” website, so if you have any updates on your committees goals, etc. please forward them to Jan Gonzales and she’ll get them posted.
VEGETATION REDUCTION/FUELS MANAGEMENT:  Chair:  Ken Miller
· Ralph Steinhoff: We met this morning and are reviewing the purpose and goals of the Vegetation Committee.  The contractor working on Palomar has four crews working in the Fry Creek Girl Scout Camp, and Pedley North and South. As of Oct. 21st, 1,681 trees greater than 6” have been dropped, which is 29% of the contract.   
· Will Metz: What’s happening with the wood on the ground?

· Ralph Steinhoff: Almost all of it is going to Co-Gen.
ROUND TABLE
· Jerry VanDeWeghe: Last Friday SDG&E held a working group meeting and it seemed that there were not enough attendees.  One of the things discussed was who the mediator is going to be and tomorrow the final decision will be reached on that.  I think it would be good for more people from FAST attend the meetings to have a say in what goes on.
· Randy Lyle: These meetings are a result of the utilities filing for the emergency power shut-off plan and the PUC (Public Utilities Commission) said ‘no, don’t do that,’ but rather go back to your stakeholders and work collaboratively with them to come up with a plan that is put together with input from all. Also, we have an E.S.P. (Electric Standard Practice) and we’re just about done writing the one for fire prevention.  It’s the new way we operate on a daily basis.  It considers red flag warnings, PAL levels, and mitigation strategies. It is an internal document. 
· Patricia Davis: We have a platoon of construction engineers at Camp Pendleton and we’re planning to work on a tree felling project with David Janssen on Camp Wolahi.  The Marines are involved in construction, demolition, and tree falling, but they’re not licensed to work on government property.  They are very much interested in publicity with us.  I think there are opportunities for us to mention the work being done through FAST because most San Diegans don’t know what’s going on with the stewardship of our forests and the activities associated with that. So whatever we work out, we will ensure that you get the information and possibly get it disseminated.

· Faith Berry: Kathy and I have been working on a lot lately and for any of the agencies that are interested in what we are doing, and communities that we’re working in, we do a monthly board report to keep Marty Leavitt updated.  We would like to keep you all updated as well.
· Anne Fege: One of the questions we continually have is what are best management practices for mechanical fuel treatments, which is the way we are going to be doing much of the work around our communities instead of prescribed fire and we’re still in our infancy in figuring out how to do that.  John Keeley, who is a scientist with the U.S. Geological Survey, is interested in putting in a proposal for joint fire sciences.  I’m helping him look at the letters of need, especially from the federal and state agencies to say this is important for our managers.  The real questions are what do we want to achieve in those areas around communities?  Is it a long term fuel break and what are your resource objectives?  This will be retrospective, looking at what fuel breaks we’ve done.
· Craig Cook: The Moosa Canyon Project Phase I has been going very well, we’re probably 2/3 of the way done.  We’ve treated about 20+ acres so far and are working collaboratively with Dept. of Fish and Game and U.S. Fish and Wildlife throughout each step of the project.  Next on our list for the project is putting out a publication relative to maintaining the area treated.  We’re also beginning the engagement of the CPEP process and should be finished with that by the end of the year.
· David Janssen: Prado Conservation Camp has a nursery and is taking orders for seedlings.  They are from the 998 seed zone.

· Kurt Roblek: When is the general Fire Safe Council of San Diego meetings held?
· Marty Leavitt: Our meetings are held on the third Tuesday of every other month.  The next one is November 17th.  RCD is finalizing a contract with OES for $80,000.  It is all state money and for hand crews.

· Kathleen Edwards: In terms of GSOB, there are several things starting to move.  We’re drafting resolutions to the Board of Forestry, trying to minimize the movement of firewood.  We might see some more movement following the California Forest Pest Council meeting in November.
 Meeting Adjourned at 12:15 pm 
NEXT MEETING  - December 10, 2009 at
USFS HQ – Goose Valley

1634 Black Canyon Rd., Ramona, Ca.[image: image1.png]



