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San Diego FAST Meeting Minutes – 1/22/09      #70                       Thom Porter-Facilitator                              
10:15 AM = Introductions: 
The minutes of 12/04/08 were approved as written with a motion made by Owen Martin and seconded by Mike Scott, then approved by all. 
COMMITEE REPORTS:

EVACUATION/COMMUNITY PROTECTION:  Chair:  Stasia Place
· John Wiecjorek: I will be replacing Stasia as the Committee Chair for this committee and will be attending the meetings in the future.  
LEGISLATIVE/FUNDING OUTREACH:  Chair:  Will Metz 

· Joan Friedlander: Will Metz is not present, so I will report for him.  The Forest Service is ready to take advantage of the economic stimulus package brought forth by President Obama.  This stimulus package is about job creation.  The priorities identified within our department are fuels, hazard reduction, facilities, and bio-energy.  
· Marty Leavitt: For the Fire Safe Council, our grant is still being negotiated with the Forest Service for $3 million. That grant will be focusing on tree removal in the Descanso and greater Julian area.

· Danielle Hirsch: There’s a campaign out of Washington that deals with putting more money towards forestry related projects through our EQIP (Environmental Quality Incentives Program) which is a part of NRCS. More money will go to forest landowners, instead of just focusing on agricultural.
· Joan Friedlander: Also, for those that aren’t aware, Ken Salazar from the Department of the Interior is familiar with fuels issues and bio-mass issues.  With Ken focusing on those, I think that is optimistic in terms of people in higher positions and the new administration taking notice. 
FOREST HEALTH/RESTORATION:  Chair:  David Janssen 

· David Janssen: The committee met last week and reviewed the results of the plot data that was compiled by NRCS.  There were 59 plots put on Palomar Mountain more than a year ago.  We are working on a report that will include the process of recording the plots, what the objective was, and where we will go from here.  There were quite a few plots burned in the Poomacha Fire and we’re considering revisiting those plots.  Also, the Fire Safe Council, NRCS and Cal Fire are hosting a tree planting workshop on Jan. 31st .  The workshop is an overview on how to plant and the process of getting the trees.  There will be a few presentations and then a planting demonstration.  Another issue that we discussed was the Gold-Spotted Oak Borer.  A brochure was made by Jan Gonzales from the San Diego UC Cooperative Extension and we’d like to have Tom Coleman review it before we make it available to the public.  Regarding reforestation, we are still prepping the area in Cuyamaca for planting and we’re still working on getting volunteers for planting.
· Thom Porter: How many of the trees will be volunteer planted?

· David Janssen: I estimate that 60% of the trees may be planted by volunteers and 40% by the crews.

PUBLIC OUTREACH/EDUCATION:      Chair:  Marty Leavitt
· Marty Leavitt: We did not have a meeting this month and we still don’t have the signs placed in the ground yet.  I have also talked with Brian Rhodes and Anabele Cornejo from the Forest Service about doing a press release regarding the funding and when it’s appropriate to do so. We are also starting to discuss the San Diego County Fair and the displays that will be there.
VEGETATION REDUCTION/FUELS MANAGEMENT:  Chair:  Ken Miller
· Ken Miller: We in the Vegetation Reduction/Fuels Committee have made a map for each of the nine regions – project areas approved by FAST, with one map showing all areas combined.  The purpose of these maps is to show the projects within each region. Protecting roads, creating evacuation corridors, defensible space, protecting structures and communities are the goals of this program.  Part of the funding for this program is the $4 million received from the Forest Service last April and we’re in the process of finalizing a management company for the county to implement these projects. The county has also applied for another $7 million and it’s been approved, so we’ll have a total of $11 million available for the projects.  The first project that we want to work on is Palomar Mountain and we’d like to focus the $4 million there.  In the meeting we also discussed sharing the database so we can include other agencies and their projects on the map as well.  I would also like to clarify that not every acre in our project areas will be treated. We will look at every acre and determine if an area needs treatment within the parameters of both federal and state guidelines. 
· Ken Miller passed around the FAST Project Areas scoring sheet which included the priority scoring for the nine regions and the individual projects within each region.  
· Ken Miller: On the project scores, the higher the number, the more priority it has over the other projects.  We will start with the two highest scoring projects first, which is Palomar Mountain and I-8 Laguna Fire.  We are looking to start marking trees in March or April, with other work possibly beginning in July.
· Anne Fege: I think it may be helpful to have a project work plan along with the polygons for the individual projects to be available on a website for people to refer to.
· Ken Miller: Yes, we are working on posting that information to a website.
· Ken Miller: The last item is that the committee will continue to meet on a monthly basis.
· Thom Porter: Who is the primary GIS contact for the county?
· Ken Miller: Matthew Turner is our GIS representative for the county and his email is matthew.turner@sdcounty.ca.gov 
· Thom Porter: Our GIS contact for Cal Fire is Mark Rosenberg and he will be working with Matthew on the maps.  
· Roger Covalt: Could we possibly have the maps emailed to us?
· Thom Porter: I don’t think we can email them to everybody, but we may be able to post them to the FRAP (Fire and Resource Assessment Program) website.
· Thom Porter: Regarding the next RAST (Regional Area Safety Taskforce) meeting, it will be held on February 19th at the NRCS building in Riverside.  The address for the meeting place is 4500 Glenwood Dr. Suite F in Riverside, Ca.
Presentation on the Gold-spotted Oak Borer - Tom Coleman, USFS:

· Tom Coleman: There has been a lot of oak mortality within the past six years and some of the areas that have been hit hard are around San Diego/Interstate 8, Pine Valley and parts of the Cleveland National Forest.  In these past six years, we estimated 17,000 dead oak trees.  County of San Diego and FHP (Forest Health Protection) worked on it and the mortality was originally thought to be pathogen driven, linked to Sudden Oak Death.  They sampled for it and never found any pathogen, so the deaths were then attributed to drought.  It wasn’t until recently that we discovered it was the Gold-Spotted Oak Borer or GSOB.  The adult is about 1 cm in length and you will rarely see them.  What you will see are the symptoms.  We know this is an exotic insect because people have been collecting in these areas for years and have never found it.  In researching it, we found that the insect was first recorded in southern Mexico in 1889.  It’s been collected in Chiapas, Guatemala, southeastern Arizona, and the very southern tip of Baja.  The first collection we could find here took place in 2004 with a California Food and Agriculture Exotic Wood Borer Survey done on Cuyamaca.  There are lot of different views on how the insect got here.  The people that did the initial collections thought that it just expanded its range, some thought it might be climate change.  But I agree with people from the district and the National Forest when they talk about the movement of firewood. Oak firewood has been brought in from Mexico for many years and I believe this is how the borer came to this area.  Looking at the insect stages, the larvae is what is killing the trees, by feeding on the new layer of growth where the tree is moving water and nutrients.  If you remove the bark, you can see the black lines where they’ve been feeding.  Another symptom to notice is the exit holes; they are D-shaped and about 3 – 4 mm wide.  When you see exit holes, the insects have already left and the damage is done.  Other symptoms you will see are twig dieback and a thinning of the crown.  There is also a thick, reddish liquid that weeps from the tree which is similar to Sudden Oak Death.  The oaks that have been attacked so far are the Coast Live Oak, California Black Oak, and Canyon Live Oak.  So far, I have not seen Engelmann Oaks affected at all.  It might have to do with bark structure, but we don’t know yet.  This appears to be a primary pest, meaning it’s the first insect coming to these trees.  I want to note that this is a non-native insect and we don’t know the initial host.  There’s never been a problem with the insect mentioned before in the literature from Mexico.  It’s possible that the oaks in Arizona, Guatemala, and Mexico have evolved with the attacks and are resistant to the insect.  These trees in California have never seen this type of attack.  Similar insects to the oak borer are the Emerald Ash Borer, the Bronze Birch Borer, and the Two-Lined Chestnut Borer.  The Emerald Ash Borer is an exotic pest that came from Asia to the Northeast and is killing every Ash tree that it comes into contact with.  One good thing about that is we’re able to take advantage of the research that is already being done on the Emerald Ash Borer to help us in California.  The altitude range of oaks that are being attacked are from 6,000 ft. to 1,500 feet.  In discussing impact, we are losing trees not only in the national forest, but on county, state, private, and tribal lands.  There is also the aesthetic aspects as well. People are having to cut down the huge oaks on their property and that may impact property value.   Oaks are being affected on Mt. Laguna in the campground and picnic areas and because of the hazard issues, these areas have had to be closed down until it’s been taken care of.  Other impacts include loss of habitat and food for wildlife, biodiversity where plants rely solely on oak canopies, and dead trees becoming a fire hazard.  
2009 Plans
· Distribution: Where has the insect attacked and where is it spreading? As soon as we figure out where it is, we want to set out more traps for it.  
· Life History: Observe the timing of adult feeding and adult emergence with trapping and how it can help on insecticide treatments. 

· Suppression: We plan on doing some tests on systemic insecticide, the same insecticide that is used on the Emerald Ash Borer.
· Pathogen Interaction: Kim Camilli, the entomologist from Cal Fire, did some root sampling and soil sampling to see if there may be a pathogen present in addition to the insects.  After testing, there was evidence of a pathogen there, but more testing needs to be done to see how extensive it is.

· Forest Land Surveys:  Set up plots and count the number of trees infested.
· GSOB in Firewood:  One of the big messages we are trying to get across is “Don’t move firewood.”  We say this for two reasons: Firewood is the way we think it came in and that it’s possibly the way the insect could be spread around.  We’ve been collecting firewood from several areas and we now have it caged to monitor the emergence and to see how big of a threat this is.  We’ll also be looking at solarization treatments, placing tarps over the wood to see if we can kill the populations living within the firewood.  
· Native Region: After taking a trip to southeast Arizona, I didn’t see a lot of oak mortality out there.  I did look at the Silverleaf Oak there and found one dead tree that had probably been killed within the past two years.  I found the same D-shaped exit holes and larval galleries so I think this oak is another host for this insect.  We plan to return to Arizona in early February to set out traps and look at densities and maybe there’s a natural enemy or host resistance there. 
· Education/Awareness: The Cleveland National Forest has set up several town meetings to get the word out about this new pest and we’re getting a lot of agencies involved with the field training in Pine Valley.  I have made posters displaying the identification, symptoms and the impact of the oak borer. These can be posted in areas where the public will see them and it will help get the information out that way. I have also made a poster instructing people to not move oak firewood. 
I have received a lot of support from the Cleveland National Forest, Cal Fire, UC Cooperative Extension and the funding this year to support all of this is coming from the Forest Service.  We’re looking to get additional funding from NRCS to expand the trap work and bait and hopefully find some sites.  
· Owen Martin: We have shut down our oak firewood program in the Descanso district and we are closing sites to fall the hazardous trees for employee and public health and safety.  I find it very helpful to have interagency interaction and our long term strategy is to strengthen this in the future.  We’re going to continue to support Tom and Kim’s hard work on this issue. 

· Marty Leavitt: Tom, where can we get copies of the posters and fliers?

· Tom Coleman: We’re going to have them on the Forest Service website, or you can send me an email and I can send them to you directly. 

· Dick Dupree: Are there any international restrictions on moving firewood across the border? 

· Tom Coleman: California supposedly restricts oak firewood coming in from any state except for Arizona. But for the international border, I’m not sure, you’ll have to ask San Diego Department of Food and Agriculture on that. 

· Ken Miller: Tom, is there going to be any testing in Bakersfield? We have had firewood moved there about three years ago on our county contracts. 

· Tom Coleman: We can set up some traps there as well.

· Kurt Roblek: What is the length of time from when an oak gets exposed to the borer until the oak dies?

· Tom Coleman: I would estimate that the average is four or five years.

· Marty Leavitt: Are you interested in doing some trapping on private lands?

· Tom Coleman: Yes, for the distribution work I am. 

· David Lawhead: When a tree is affected, is it a single infestation over several years?

· Tom Coleman: The same tree has to be attacked several times by several populations.  It does appear that trees that are in a poor health class do attract more beetles.  

· John Wiecjorek: I assume that the drought is making these oaks more susceptible?

· Tom Coleman: Initially we looked at this, but the trees don’t appear water stressed. 
ROUND TABLE
· There were no issues for Round Table in this meeting.
 Meeting Adjourned at 11:55 am 
NEXT MEETING  - February 26, 2009 at Rancho Santa Fe Station #2 
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